
HOLLYWOOD LUTHERAN CHURCH
The Fourth Sunday in Advent
Sunday, December 20, 2020

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
God keeps the promise made to David to give him an everlasting throne. The angel 
tells Mary that God will give David’s throne to her son Jesus. 
She is perplexed by Gabriel’s greeting and by the news of her 
coming pregnancy, but she is able still to say, “Count me in.” We 
who know that Jesus is called king only as he is executed still 
find it a mystery hard to fathom, but with Mary today we hear the 
news of what God is up to and say, “Count us in.” 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GATHERING HYMN
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GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   

And also with you.

LITANY FOR ADVENT: Deep Peace
©Fran Pratt franpratt.com - used with permission

God, we are longing for a silent night --  
C: For a reprieve 
From noise and anxiety and hurry; 
C: For a moment  
Of space and time, empty yet full.  
C: Gift us the gift of quiet. 


This is the Peace:  
C: Of baby’s breath 
Of feathered wing 
C: Of rustling leaf 
Of sphere’s turn 
C: Of light beam. 


The heavenly peace in which we long to rest 
C: To sweetly sleep 
In safety and freedom 
C: In certainty and repose. 


We can smell the peace  
C: Coming on the wind.  
We can feel the peace 
C: Arriving with the morning.  

PRELUDE TIMOTHY LEÓN
O Come, O Come Emmanuel by Denis Eliot

ANNOUNCEMENTS Use “Gallery View” to see everyone.

GATHERING HYMN Love Divine, All Love’s Excelling
(previous page)
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We can taste the peace 
C: In the bread and cup. 


We look in your direction, God 
C: The Place from which peace comes;  
For you are its Author and the home of its Prince, 
C: And in your peace we dwell.  
Amen  

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH

ADVENT SONG

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. 
Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to the words of your 
prophets, that, anointed by your Spirit, we may testify to your light; through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.
Amen.
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WORD

FIRST READING: Luke 7:1-46b-55
A reading from Luke.
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,

my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
for you, Lord, have looked with favor on your lowly servant.

From this day all generations will | call me blessed:
you, the Almighty, have done great things for me

and holy is your name.
You have mercy on  those who fear you,

from generation to generation. 
You have shown strength with your arm

and scattered the proud in their conceit,
casting down the mighty from their thrones

and lifting up the lowly.
You have filled the hungry with good things

and sent the rich away empty.
You have come to the aid of your servant Israel,

to remember the promise of mercy,
the promise made to our forebears,

to Abraham and his children forever. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: Romans 16: 25-27
A reading from Romans. 
Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the 
proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept 
secret for long ages but is now disclosed, and through the prophetic writings is made 
known to all the Gentiles, according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about 
the obedience of faith—to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the 
glory forever! Amen. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL: Luke 1:26-38
The Holy Gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 
Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of 
David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored 
one! The Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered 
what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for 
you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a 
son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the 
Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will 
reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” Mary 
said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The 
Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; 
therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your 
relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month 
for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.” Then 
Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your 
word.” Then the angel departed from her.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON ED RAMIREZ

HYMN OF THE DAY The Annunciation and Magnificat
Jessie Massoudi and David Conrad
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THE APOSTLE’S CREED
Let us confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  

Amen 

ADVENT CANTICLE (Part 1)

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
God of power and might, shine your radiance and come quickly to this weary world.

In this holy season we pray for our neighbors of other denominations and faiths. Inspire the 
faith of their people. Cultivate understanding among us and strengthen us in love and service 
to our community.

Bless and protect the seas, mountains, plains, forests, skies, and soils that surround us. Give 
us humility as we tend them. 

We pray for the leaders of all nations. Guide all people entrusted with leadership, to create 
societies in which everyone can flourish.

Nourish those who lack access to adequate food and nutrition. Bless the work of 
advocates, community organizers, and food pantries. Encourage others to provide for their 
neighbors in need.

Surround everyone in need of healing in body, mind, or spirit with your tender presence.
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We give thanks for the bold leadership of female leaders in our own time. Inspire others 
with their steadfast witness.

Come, Lord Jesus.  
Your mercy is great.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray.
Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with 
blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous 
hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord.  
Amen.

MEAL
DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

THE GREAT O ANTIPHONS Leader:  Timothy León

Readers:  Monica Schober


Jessie Massoudi

Andrew Johnston


Bill Richards

Kat Nelson


Karla Richards

C: Congregation

OFFERTORY SOLO MONICA SCHOBER
“Quia Respexit"  from The Magnificat by J.S. Bach
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PREFACE
It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and 
praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on this day overcame death 
and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And 
so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn:

GREAT THANKSGIVING
Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father:
Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign.
You have filled all creation with light and life;
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age:
the promise to Israel,
the rescue from Egypt,
the gift of the promised land,
the words of the prophets;
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and, at this end of all the ages, the gift of your Son,
who proclaimed the good news in word and deed
and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup
we remember the life our Lord offered for us.
And, believing the witness of his resurrection,
we await his coming in power
to share with us the great and promised feast.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit,
that we who share in Christ’s body and blood
may live to the praise of your glory
and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light.
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.

Join our prayers with those of your servants
of every time and every place,
and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest
until he comes as victorious Lord of all.

Through him, with him, in him,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father,
now and forever.
Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. 
Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.
Amen
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COMMUNION HYMN
LAMB OF GOD

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when the hungry will 
be fed with good things. Send us forth to make known your deeds and to proclaim the 
greatness of your name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

SENDING
BLESSING
The God of steadfastness and encouragement
grant you to live in harmony with one another,
in accordance with Christ Jesus.
Amen.

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever.
Amen.
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SENDING HYMN

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE TIMOTHY LEÓN, ORGAN
Postlude on Hyfridol arr. Benton Chace
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HOLLYWOOD LUTHERAN CHURCH
CELEBRATING OUR 99TH YEAR,

we are a congregation of the 
Southwest California Synod

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

Phone: (323) 667-1212  
Website: www.hollywoodlutheranchurch.net  
YouTube: www.youtube.com/user/HLCstudios  

IN TODAY'S LITURGY

PASTOR JOSEPH CASTAÑEDA-CARRERA
(747) 228-2662 | PastorJosephCC@gmail.com 

Assisting Minister: Kat Nelson 

Minister of Music: Timothy León 

Lector: Jaffa C. Carrera 

Cantor: Monica Schober 

Offertory Soloist: Monica Schober 

Hymn Leader: Jessie Massoudi 

Slide Tech: Monica Schober 

Zoom Host: Jessie Massoudi 

Videographer: Andrew Johnston 

Council President: Tom Scott 

Sexton: Abilio Salguero 

 On Site Recording Engineer: Andrew Johnston 

14

mailto:PastorJosephCC@gmail.com


Please offer your prayers throughout the week for the following individuals: 

For healing: Billy Arbuckle, Colette Boudreaux, Zachery Bell, Javier Cruz, Jackie Edmonds, 
Jeanne Fouke, Jim Feederle, Sandra Ferrer, Paulette Hunnewell, Carol Johnson, Steve 
Joiner, Brett Lane, June McGough, Susan Murphy, Barb Musgjerd, Lee Nelson, Kat Nelson, 
Ken Neundorf, Ursula Rheinfurth, Georgina Rockwell, Bayron Salguero, Lisa Sakugawa, Bob 
Shumate, Marie Sorenson, Cynthia Nitrini Stary, Carol Strand, Dicksie Thompson, Joan 
DeBrincat, Don Volger, Gail Watson, Janet Weber, Jason Zarookian, Will Terry, Angela 
Gabriel, Brenda Jacob 

For trust in your mercy: Ana Etelia, Edna Fields, Stephen Gomez, Hazel Sobers-Robinson, 
George Demas 

For wholeness and wellbeing: Adam Zarookian, Jully Bender, Mo Costa, Mary Hohmann, 
Martha Murphy, Cecelia Ortega, Edward Tursa, David Pugh 

For strength and healing in fighting cancers: Darla Browning, Mona Enos, Sam Gros, Nancy 
Johnson, Debra Lande, Tim Pugh, Jason Zarkookian, Sue Zeider, Joan Riedell 

For hopefulness and strength: Era Kayln, Steve Blass, Adnan Aswad, Lily Friedkin, Priscilla 
Hardcastle, Billie Hayes, Carol Lande, Raynard Lang, Steve Martinez, Michael Osborne, 
Juan Antonio Rivera, Patricia Robb, Harlowe Skinner, Donna Volger, Adam Zarkookian, the 
Barcus-Schafer family, Jason Kane, Maurine Higgins 

For all people in the military who are deployed or serving our country. 

 
Virtual Memorial Candles are lit in memory of 

James Blass, Joyce Avriette, Thomas Daniel, Don Hanson,  
Juanita Riedell, William Henry Witcraft, Joan Lawton, Sonia Martinez Zarkookian, Lila Dee 

Barcus, Barbara Ruthroff Gates, and La Verne Mary Briscoe 

The Rainbow Candelabra on the altar serves as a reminder of this community's inclusive 
welcome to all of God's people and our intentional welcome to the LGBTQ community. 
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