
HOLLYWOOD LUTHERAN CHURCH
23rd Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday, November 8, 2020

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
Today the prophet Amos calls for justice to roll down like waters. 
Paul urges us to encourage one another with the promised 
coming of the Lord. Jesus tells the parable of the wise and 
foolish bridesmaids. Surrounded by the faithful of every time and 
place, we celebrate Christ’s coming in our midst in the word of 
life and the feast of victory—the marriage feast of the lamb. 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Bulletin Text Key:
• Congregation
• Assistant Minister
• Lector



GATHERING HYMN
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GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father,  
and of the ☩ Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess 
our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your 
ways, to the glory of your holy name.  
Amen

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen 

PRELUDE TIMOTHY LEÓN
Brethren, We Have Met to Worship by William Moore

ANNOUNCEMENTS Use “Gallery View” to see everyone.

GATHERING HYMN O God, Our Help in Ages Past
(previous page)
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   

And also with you.

KYRIE 

HYMN OF PRAISE
(next 2 pages)

PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.  

Let us pray. 
Stir up, O Lord, the wills of your faithful people to seek more eagerly the help you offer, 
that, at the last, they may enjoy the fruit of salvation; through our Lord Jesus Christ.
Amen.  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GLORY TO GOD
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WORD
FIRST READING: Amos 5:18-24
A reading from Amos.

Alas for you who desire the day of the LORD! 
Why do you want the day of the LORD?  

It is darkness, not light; 
as if someone fled from a lion, 
and was met by a bear; 

or went into the house and rested a hand against the wall, 
and was bitten by a snake. 

Is not the day of the LORD darkness, not light, 
and gloom with no brightness in it?

I hate, I despise your festivals, 
and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies. 

Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings, 
I will not accept them; 

and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals 
I will not look upon. 

Take away from me the noise of your songs; 
I will not listen to the melody of your harps. 

But let justice roll down like waters, 
and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
A reading from 1 Thessalonians.
We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have 
died, so that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. For since we believe 
that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those 
who have died. For this we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are 
alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no means precede those who 
have died. For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the archangel’s call and 
with the sound of God’s trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will 
rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds together 
with them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be with the Lord forever. 
Therefore encourage one another with these words.
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL: Matthew 25:1-13
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 25th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said to the disciples:] “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten 
bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were 
foolish, and five were wise. When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with 
them; but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed, 
all of them became drowsy and slept. But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here 
is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ Then all those bridesmaids got up and 
trimmed their lamps. The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our 
lamps are going out.’ But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for you and for 
us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’ And while they 
went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him into the 
wedding banquet; and the door was shut. Later the other bridesmaids came also, 
saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’ 
Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON PASTOR JOSEPH CASTAÑEDA-CARRERA
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HYMN OF THE DAY

9



THE APOSTLE’S CREED
Let us confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.  
Amen

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of God’s power on 
the church, the world, and all in need.

Holy God, rouse us to deep praise as we gather for worship. Enliven our worship with sincere 
and heartfelt song. Sustain the work of all church musicians and artists who lead us in praise 
and prayer. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great.

Holy Creator, surprise and delight us with the beauty of the world you have made. Bless the 
work of landscapers, architects, and artists whose work invites us into harmonious living with 
your creation. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great.

Holy Judge, let justice roll down like waters over this world. Reign over the courtrooms of 
every land, in the hearts of those who guard the law and those who stand accused of crimes. 
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Be present in cases where we long for both justice and mercy to prevail. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great.

Holy Companion, console those who feel lonely or abandoned. Share the hours of those who 
live and eat alone. Comfort those who have few friends or who struggle with their identity and 
place in this world. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great.

Holy Protector, be with all observing Veterans Day. Guard the lives of active duty and retired 
military personnel. Comfort all who mourn those who have died in the line of duty. Heal the 
wounds, both physical and mental, experienced by service members. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great.

Holy and Immortal One, we pray in thanksgiving for the lives of all who have died. Remind us 
of the frailty and shortness of our own lives and inspire us to use them for the building up of 
your kingdom. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great.

For what else shall we pray? Prayers from the assembly are heard here. 

Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when you gather all 
creation around your throne where you will reign forever and ever. 
Amen.

MEAL

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Use “Gallery View” to see everyone.

OFFERTORY SOLO JESSIE MASSOUDI, SOPRANO
O Love, That Will Not Let Me Go by John Ness Beck
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OFFERTORY CANTICLE

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray.
Blessed are you, 
O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with 
these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives to the 
care and redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him who gave himself 
for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen.
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DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE
It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and 
praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on this day overcame death 
and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And 
so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY
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GREAT THANKSGIVING
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,

who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory:

Christ has died;  
Christ is risen;  
Christ will come again.

Pour out your Holy Spirit,
that by this Holy Communion we may know
the unity we share with all your people
in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever.

AMEN
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LORD’S PRAYER
Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. 
Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen

COMMUNION HYMN
LAMB OF GOD
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray.
Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Grant that we who have received the Sacrament of his body and blood may abide in him and 
he in us, that we may be filled with the power of his endless life, now and forever.

Amen.

SENDING
BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SENDING HYMN Blessed Assurance
(next page)

POSTLUDE TIMOTHY LEÓN, ORGAN
Prelude on Joanna arr. Stan Pethel
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SENDING HYMN
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HOLLYWOOD LUTHERAN CHURCH
CELEBRATING OUR 99TH YEAR,

we are a congregation of the 
Southwest California Synod

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

Phone: (323) 667-1212  
Website: www.hollywoodlutheranchurch.net  
YouTube: www.youtube.com/user/HLCstudios  

IN TODAY'S LITURGY

PASTOR JOSEPH CASTAÑEDA-CARRERA
(747) 228-2662 | PastorJosephCC@gmail.com 

Assisting Minister: Ted Goulet 

Minister of Music: Timothy León 

Lector: Bill Richards 

Cantor: Jessie Massoudi 

Offertory Soloist: Jessie Massoudi 

Hymn Leader: Monica Schober 

Slide Tech: Monica Schober 

Zoom Host: Jessie Massoudi 

Videographer: Andrew Johnston 

Council President: Tom Scott 

Sexton: Abilio Salguero 

 On Site Recording Engineer: Andrew Johnston 
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Please offer your prayers throughout the week for the following individuals: 

For healing: Billy Arbuckle, Colette Boudreaux, Zachery Bell, Javier Cruz, Jackie Edmonds, 
Jeanne Fouke, Jim Feederle, Sandra Ferrer, Paulette Hunnewell, Carol Johnson, Steve 
Joiner, Brett Lane, June McGough, Susan Murphy, Barb Musgjerd, Lee Nelson, Kat Nelson, 
Ken Neundorf, Ellie Petty, Ursula Rheinfurth, Georgina Rockwell, Bayron Salguero, Lisa 
Sakugawa, Bob Shumate, Marie Sorenson, Cynthia Nitrini Stary, Carol Strand, Dicksie 
Thompson, Joan DeBrincat, Don Volger, Gail Watson, Janet Weber, Jason Zarookian, Will 
Terry, Angela Gabriel 

For trust in your mercy: Ana Etelia, Edna Fields, Stephen Gomez, Hazel Sobers-Robinson 

For wholeness and wellbeing: Adam Zarookian, Jully Bender, Mo Costa, Mary Hohmann, 
Joan Lawton, Martha Murphy, Cecelia Ortega, Arvik Rostamaians,  Edward Tursa, David 
Pugh 

For strength and healing in fighting cancers: Darla Browning, Mona Enos, Sam Gros, Nancy 
Johnson, Debra Lande, Tim Pugh, Jason Zarkookian, Sue Zeider, Joan Riedell 

For hopefulness and strength: Era Kayln, Steve Blass, Adnan Aswad, Lily Friedkin, Priscilla 
Hardcastle, Billie Hayes, Carol Lande, Raynard Lang, Steve Martinez, Michael Osborne, 
Juan Antonio Rivera, Patricia Robb, Harlowe Skinner, Donna Volger, Adam Zarkookian, the 
Barcus-Schafer family, Jason Kane, Maurine Higgins 

For all people in the military who are deployed or serving our country. 

 
Virtual Memorial Candles are lit in memory of 

James Blass, Joyce Avriette, Thomas Daniel, Don Hanson,  
Juanita Riedell, William Henry Witcraft, Joan Lawton, Sonia Martinez Zarkookian, and Lila 

Dee Barcus, Barbara Ruthroff Gates 

The Rainbow Candelabra on the altar serves as a reminder of this community's inclusive 
welcome to all of God's people and our intentional welcome to the LGBTQ community. 
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