
HOLLYWOOD LUTHERAN CHURCH
16th Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday, September 20, 2020

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
Matthew narrates one of Jesus’ controversial parables in which Jesus says that the 
reign of God is like that of a landowner who pays his workers the same wage no 
matter what time of day they began to work. When God changes God’s mind about 
punishing Nineveh for their evil ways, Jonah is angry. Yet God is 
gracious and merciful, abounding in steadfast love. In baptism we 
receive the grace of God that is freely given to all. As Martin Luther 
wrote, in the presence of God’s mercy we are all beggars. 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Bulletin Text Key:
• Congregation
• Assistant Minister
• Lector



GATHERING SONG
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GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father,  
and of the ☩ Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
Amen

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we 
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness.

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have 
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  
Amen

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and 
by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 
name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen 

PRELUDE TIMOTHY LEÓN
This is my Father’s World arr. Dennis R. Johnson

GATHERING SONG What Is This Place
(previous page)
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   

And also with you.

KYRIE 

HYMN OF PRAISE
(next 2 pages)

PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.  

Let us pray. 
Lord God, you call us to work in your vineyard and leave no one standing idle. Set us to 
our tasks in the work of your kingdom, and help us to order our lives by your wisdom; 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.  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GLORY TO GOD
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WORD
FIRST READING: Jonah 3:10-4:11
A reading from Jonah.
When God saw what [the people of Ninevah] did, how they turned from their evil ways, God 
changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did 
not do it.

But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. He prayed to the LORD and 
said, “O LORD! Is not this what I said while I was still in my own country? That is why I fled to 
Tarshish at the beginning; for I knew that you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger, 
and abounding in steadfast love, and ready to relent from punishing. And now, O  LORD, 
please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live.” And the LORD said, “Is it 
right for you to be angry?” Then Jonah went out of the city and sat down east of the city, and 
made a booth for himself there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see what would 
become of the city.

The LORD God appointed a bush, and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade over his 
head, to save him from his discomfort; so Jonah was very happy about the bush. But when 
dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that it 
withered. When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on the 
head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, “It is better for me to 
die than to live.”

But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And he said, “Yes, 
angry enough to die.” Then the LORD said, “You are concerned about the bush, for which you 
did not labor and which you did not grow; it came into being in a night and perished in a night. 
And should I not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than a 
hundred and twenty thousand persons who do not know their right hand from their left, and 
also many animals?”
The word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: Philippians 1:21-30
A reading from Philippians.
For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor 
for me; and I do not know which I prefer. I am hard pressed between the two: my desire is to 
depart and be with Christ, for that is far better; but to remain in the flesh is more necessary 
for you. Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with all of you for 
your progress and joy in faith, so that I may share abundantly in your boasting in Christ Jesus 
when I come to you again.

Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come and 
see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm in one spirit, 
striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel, and are in no way intimidated by 
your opponents. For them this is evidence of their destruction, but of your salvation. And this 
is God’s doing. For he has graciously granted you the privilege not only of believing in Christ, 
but of suffering for him as well—since you are having the same struggle that you saw I had 
and now hear that I still have.
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL: Matthew 20:1-16
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 20th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said to the disciples:] “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early 
in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers for the usual 
daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw 
others standing idle in the marketplace; and he said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, 
and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. When he went out again about noon and 
about three o’clock, he did the same. And about five o’clock he went out and found others 
standing around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ They said to 
him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ When 
evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give 
them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.’ When those hired about 
five o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage. Now when the first came, they 
thought they would receive more; but each of them also received the usual daily wage. And 
when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, saying, ‘These last worked only 
one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and 
the scorching heat.’ But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you 
not agree with me for the usual daily wage? Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to 
give to this last the same as I give to you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what 
belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ So the last will be first, and the 
first will be last.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON PASTOR JOSEPH CASTAÑEDA-CARRERA
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HYMN OF THE DAY

THE APOSTLE’S CREED
Let us confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.*
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
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I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all those in 
need.

Generous God, you make the last first, and the first last. Where this gospel challenges the 
church, equip it for its works of service. Strengthen those who suffer for Christ. Lord, in your 
mercy, 
hear our prayer.

Sun and wind, bushes and worms, cattle and great cities—nothing in creation is outside your 
concern, mighty God. In your mercy, tend to it all. Give us a spirit of generosity toward all you 
have made. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer.

Where we find envy and create enemies, you provide enough for all. Bring peace to places of 
conflict and violence. Inspire leaders with creativity and wisdom. Bless the work of 
negotiators, peacekeepers, and development workers. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer.

Reveal yourself to all in need as you are gracious and merciful, slow to anger, abounding in 
steadfast love, ready to relent from punishing. Accompany judges and lawyers, victims of 
crime and those serving sentences. Give fruitful labor and a livelihood to those seeking work.  
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer.

Even beyond our expectations, you choose to give generously. Grant life, health, and 
courage to all who are in need. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer.

We praise you for the generations that have declared your power to us. Give us faithfulness 
to follow them, living for Christ, until you call us to join them in the joyful song around his 
throne. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer.

For what else shall we pray? Prayers from the assembly are heard here. 

All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; through 
Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

10



MEAL

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERTORY CANTICLE

ANNOUNCEMENTS Use “Gallery View” to see everyone at the same time.

OFFERTORY SOLO MONICA SCHOBER
“Bist du bei mir” from Diomedes

by Gottfried Heinrich Stölzel
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OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray.
Blessed are you, 
O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us 
with these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our 
lives to the care and redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him 
who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE
It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks 
and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on this day 
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 
everlasting life. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise 
your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY
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GREAT THANKSGIVING
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,

who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory:

Christ has died;  
Christ is risen;  
Christ will come again.

Pour out your Holy Spirit,
that by this Holy Communion we may know
the unity we share with all your people
in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever.

AMEN
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LORD’S PRAYER
Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. 
Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen

COMMUNION HYMN
LAMB OF GOD
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray.
Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Grant that we who have received the Sacrament of his body and blood may abide in him and 
he in us, that we may be filled with the power of his endless life, now and forever.

Amen.

SENDING
BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SENDING SONG There’s A Wideness In God’s Mercy
(next page)

POSTLUDE TIMOTHY LEÓN
Now Thank We All Our God arr. Michael Burkhardt
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SENDING
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HOLLYWOOD LUTHERAN CHURCH
CELEBRATING OUR 99TH YEAR,

we are a congregation of the 
Southwest California Synod

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

Phone: (323) 667-1212  
Website: www.hollywoodlutheranchurch.net  
YouTube: www.youtube.com/user/HLCstudios  

IN TODAY'S LITURGY

PASTOR JOSEPH CASTAÑEDA-CARRERA
(747) 228-2662 | PastorJosephCC@gmail.com 

Assisting Minister: Jaffa Carrera 

Minister of Music: Timothy León 

Lector: Ted Goulet 

Cantor: Jessie Massoudi 

Offertory Soloist: Monica Schober 

Hymn Leader: Jessie Massoudi 

Slide Tech: Monica Schober 

Zoom Host: Jessie Massoudi 

Videographer: Andrew Johnston 

Council President: Tom Scott 

Sexton: Abilio Salguero 

 On Site Recording Engineer: Andrew Johnston 

17

mailto:PastorJosephCC@gmail.com


Please offer your prayers throughout the week for the following individuals: 

For healing: Billy Arbuckle, Colette Boudreaux, Zachery Bell, Bryan Bowman, Javier Cruz, 
Jackie Edmonds, Jeanne Fouke, Jim Feederle, Sandra Ferrer, Paulette Hunnewell, Carol 
Johnson,  Steve Joiner, Brett Lane,  June McGough, Susan Murphy, Barb Musgjerd, Lee 
Nelson, Kat Nelson, Ken Neundorf, Ellie Petty, Ursula Rheinfurth, Georgina Rockwell, Bayron 
Salguero, Lisa Sakugawa, Bob Shumate, Marie Sorenson, Cynthia Nitrini Stary, Carol 
Strand, Dicksie Thompson, Joan DeBrincat, Don Volger, Gail Watson, Janet Weber, Jason 
Zarookian 

For trust in your mercy: Ana Etelia, Edna Fields, Stephen Gomez, Hazel Sobers-Robinson 

For wholeness and wellbeing: Adam Zarookian, Jully Bender, Mo Costa, Mary Hohmann, 
Joan Lawton, Martha Murphy, Cecelia Ortega, Arvik Rostamaians, Edward Tursa 

For strength and healing in fighting cancers: Darla Browning, Mona Enos, Sam Gros, Nancy 
Johnson, Debra Lande, Tim Pugh, Jason Zarkookian, Sue Zeider, Joan Riedell 

For hopefulness and strength: Era Kayln, Steve Blass, Adnan Aswad, Lily Friedkin, Priscilla 
Hardcastle, Billie Hayes, Carol Lande, Raynard Lang, Steve Martinez, Michael Osborne, 
Juan Antonio Rivera, Patricia Robb, Harlowe Skinner, Donna Volger, Adam Zarkookian 

For all people in the military who are deployed or serving our country. 

 
Virtual Memorial Candles are lit in memory of 

George Castañeda, James Blass, Joyce Avriette, Thomas Daniel, Don Hanson,  
Juanita Riedell, William Henry Witcraft, Joan Lawton, and Sonia Martinez Zarkookian 

 
The Rainbow Candelabra on the altar serves as a reminder of this community's inclusive 
welcome to all of God's people and our intentional welcome to the LGBTQ community. 

A Special Prayer 
We ask for you to offer a special Prayer for Pastor Joseph Castañeda-Carrera 

and family who recently lost their father, George Castañeda, 
to a long battle with cancer. 
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