
HOLLYWOOD LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 

Sunday, January 31, 2021





INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY  
In Deuteronomy God promises to raise up a prophet like Moses, who will speak for 
God; in Psalm 111 God shows the people the power of God’s works. For the church 
these are ways of pointing to the unique authority people 
sensed in Jesus’ actions and words. We encounter that 
authority in God’s word, around which we gather, the word 
that prevails over any lesser spirit that would claim power over 
us, freeing us to follow Jesus. 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Bulletin Key

• Congregation 
• Assisting Minister
• Lector



GATHERING HYMN 
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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.


THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
the fountain of living water, 
the rock who gave us birth, 
our light and our salvation.

Amen. 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. 
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.


We give you thanks, O God, 
for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 
and by your Word you created the world, 
calling forth life in which you took delight.


Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. 
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.


We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, 
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 
Shower us with your Spirit, 
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.


To you be given honor and praise 
through Jesus Christ our Lord 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

Amen. 

PRELUDE TIMOTHY LEÓN, ORGAN
 Dedication by Robert W Thygerson

GATHERING HYMN O God of Light
(previous page)
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

HYMN OF PRAISE 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
Compassionate God, you gather the whole universe into your radiant presence and 
continually reveal your Son as our Savior. Bring wholeness to all that is broken and speak 
truth to us in our confusion, that all creation will see and know your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord.

Amen. 

4



WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 18:15-20 
A reading from Deuteronomy. 
[Moses said:] The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your 
own people; you shall heed such a prophet. This is what you requested of the LORD your 
God at Horeb on the day of the assembly when you said: “If I hear the voice of the LORD my 
God any more, or ever again see this great fire, I will die.” Then the LORD replied to me: 
“They are right in what they have said. I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among 
their own people; I will put my words in the mouth of the prophet, who shall speak to them 
everything that I command. Anyone who does not heed the words that the prophet shall 
speak in my name, I myself will hold accountable. But any prophet who speaks in the name 
of other gods, or who presumes to speak in my name a word that I have not commanded 
the prophet to speak—that prophet shall die.” 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 8: 1-13 
A reading from 1 Corinthians. 
Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know that “all of us possess knowledge.” 
Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up. Anyone who claims to know something does not yet 
have the necessary knowledge; but anyone who loves God is known by him. 
   Hence, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “no idol in the world really 
exists,” and that “there is no God but one.” Indeed, even though there may be so-called 
gods in heaven or on earth—as in fact there are many gods and many lords—yet for us there 
is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we exist, and one Lord, 
Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we exist. 
   It is not everyone, however, who has this knowledge. Since some have become so 
accustomed to idols until now, they still think of the food they eat as food offered to an idol; 
and their conscience, being weak, is defiled. “Food will not bring us close to God.” We are 
no worse off if we do not eat, and no better off if we do. But take care that this liberty of 
yours does not somehow become a stumbling block to the weak. For if others see you, who 
possess knowledge, eating in the temple of an idol, might they not, since their conscience is 
weak, be encouraged to the point of eating food sacrificed to idols? So by your knowledge 
those weak believers for whom Christ died are destroyed. But when you thus sin against 
members of your family, and wound their conscience when it is weak, you sin against Christ. 
Therefore, if food is a cause of their falling, I will never eat meat, so that I may not cause one 
of them to fall. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

GOSPEL: Mark 1:21-28 
The Holy Gospel according to Mark.

Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus and his disciples] went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he entered the 
synagogue and taught. They were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as one 
having authority, and not as the scribes. Just then there was in their synagogue a man with 
an unclean spirit, and he cried out, “What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have 
you come to destroy us? I know who you are, the Holy One of God.” But Jesus rebuked him, 
saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying 
with a loud voice, came out of him. They were all amazed, and they kept on asking one 
another, “What is this? A new teaching—with authority! He commands even the unclean 
spirits, and they obey him.” At once his fame began to spread throughout the surrounding 
region of Galilee. 
The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON REVEREND GUY ERWIN
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HYMN OF THE DAY
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THE NICENE CREED 
Let us confess our faith.

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come.  
Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the 
world, and all people in need.


For all who share the gospel and proclaim freedom in Christ throughout the world: prophets, 
teachers, pastors, deacons, and lay leaders; for the church and its ministries, let us pray.

Have mercy, O God. 

For all God’s works in creation: plants and animals, water and soil, forests and farms; and for 
those tasked with protecting our natural resources and all that exists, let us pray.

Have mercy, O God. 

For government and leaders: cities and nations, rescue professionals and legal aid 
attorneys, elected officials and grassroots organizers; for all responsible for the well-being of 
civil society, let us pray.

Have mercy, O God. 

For those who suffer in mind, body, or spirit: those who are sick and hospitalized, those 
living with HIV/AIDS, those struggling with mental illness, those who are hungry or homeless, 
and all in any need; for caregivers, hospice workers, and home health aides, let us pray.

Have mercy, O God. 

For the concerns of this congregation: those who travel, those absent from worship, those 
celebrating birthdays or anniversaries; for the people of God in this place and for other 
needs in our community, let us pray.

Have mercy, O God. 

For the covenant God made with us in the waters of baptism, in thanksgiving for the 
baptized who have died in the Lord, let us pray.

Have mercy, O God. 

For what else shall we pray? Prayers from the assembly are heard here. 

Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one who 
dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior.

Amen. 

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.


OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand in blessing. 
Fill us with good things at your table, that we may come to the help of all in need, through 
Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord.

Amen. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
Edgardo Ramirez, as a candidate for ordained ministry in the ELCA, has been authorized by 
Interim Bishop Murray D. Finck of the Southwest California Synod, to preside at Holy 
Communion today. 

DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you.

And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh 
you have opened the eyes of faith 
to a new and radiant vision of your glory, 
that, beholding the God made visible, 
we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 
Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 
the Word made flesh.


In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.


Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again.


With this bread and cup 
we remember your Word dwelling among us, 
full of grace and truth. 
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 
We look with hope for his coming.

Come, Lord Jesus.


Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 
Come among us. 
Bless this meal. 
May your Word take flesh in us. 
Awaken your people. 
Fill us with your light. 
Bring the gift of peace on earth.

Come, Holy Spirit.


All praise and glory are yours, 
Holy One of Israel, 
Word of God incarnate, 
Power of the Most High, 
one God, now and forever.

Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. 

Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.  
Amen 

COMMUNION HYMN LAMB OF GOD 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
O God, our life, our strength, our food, we give you thanks for sustaining us with the body 
and blood of your Son. By your Holy Spirit, enliven us to be his body in the world, that more 
and more we will give you praise and serve your earth and its many peoples, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen. 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.


BLESSING 
The God of steadfastness and encouragement 
grant you to live in harmony with one another, 
in accordance with Christ Jesus.

Amen.


The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.


The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever.

Amen.


DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is with you.

Thanks be to God. 

SENDING HYMN Son of God, Eternal Savior
(next page)

POSTLUDE TIMOTHY LEÓN, ORGAN
Postlude by Arnold Cooke
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SENDING HYMN
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HOLLYWOOD LUTHERAN CHURCH 
CELEBRATING OUR 

 100TH YEAR,

we are a congregation of the 

Southwest California Synod Evangelical Lutheran Church in America


PASTOR ED RAMIREZ  
Email: hollyluth@sbcglobal.net 
Phone: (323) 667-1212  
Website: www.hollywoodlutheranchurch.net  
YouTube: www.youtube.com/user/HLCstudios  

IN TODAY'S LITURGY 

PASTOR ED RAMIREZ 
& REVEREND GUY ERWIN 

 

Minister of Music: Timothy León 

Worship Planner: Timothy León 

Assisting Minister: Ted Goulet 

Lector: Karla Richards 

Hymn Leaders: Monica Schober & Jessie Massoudi 

Council President: Tom Scott 

Sexton: Abilio Salguero 

Slide Tech: Monica Schober 

Zoom Host: Jessie Massoudi 

Videographer: Andrew Johnston 

 On Site Recording Engineer: Andrew Johnston 

Off Site Recording Engineers: Monica Schober & Jessie Massoudi 
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Please offer your prayers throughout the week for the following individuals: 

For healing: 
Billy Arbuckle, Zachery Bell, Colette Boudreaux, Javier Cruz, Joan DeBrincat, Jackie Edmonds, 
Jim Feederle, Sandra Ferrer, Jeanne Fouke, Angela Gabriel, Paulette Hunnewell, Brenda Jacob, 
Carol Johnson, Steve Joiner, Brett Lane, June McGough, Susan Murphy, Barb Musgjerd, Kat 
Nelson, Lee Nelson, Ken Neundorf, Ursula Rheinfurth, Georgina Rockwell, Lisa Sakugawa, Bob 
Shumate, Marie Sorenson, Cynthia Nitrini Stary, Carol Strand, Dicksie Thompson, Don Volger, 
Gail Watson, Janet Weber, Jason Zarookian 

For trust in your mercy: 
George Demas, Ana Etelia, Edna Fields, Stephen Gomez, Hazel Sobers-Robinson 

For wholeness and wellbeing: 
Jully Bender, Mo Costa, Mary Hohmann, Martha Murphy, Cecelia Ortega, David Pugh, Edward 
Tursa, Adam Zarookian 

For strength and healing in fighting cancers: 
Darla Browning, Mona Enos, Sam Gros, Nancy Johnson, Debra Lande, Tim Pugh, Joan Riedell, 
Jason Zarookian, Sue Zeider, Will Terry  

For hopefulness and strength: 
Adnan Aswad, the Barcus-Schafer family, Steve Blass, Lily Friedkin, Priscilla Hardcastle, Billie 
Hayes, Maurine Higgins, Jason Kane, Era Kayln, Carol Lande, Raynard Lang, Steve Martinez, 
Michael Osborne, Juan Antonio Rivera, Patricia Robb, Harlowe Skinner, Donna Volger, Adam 
Zarookian, the Makaiwi family 

For all people in the military who are deployed or serving our country. 

Virtual Memorial Candles  
are lit in memory of: 
Joyce Avriette, Lila Dee Barcus, James Blass, La Verne Mary Briscoe, Thomas Daniel, Barbara 
Ruthroff Gates, Don Hanson, Ray Huff, Joan Lawton, Julia Prado, Juanita Riedell, Bayron 
Salguero, William Henry Witcraft, Sonia Martinez Zarookian, Franklin Makaiwi 

The Rainbow Candelabra on the altar serves as a reminder of this community's  inclusive 
welcome to all of God's people and our intentional welcome to the LGBTQ community. 

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies Annual License #SAS023637. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Music reproduced in this 
worship folder is used by permission under CCLI License LUT 20 No. 1920389 One License.net #A-724875 Published by Hollywood 
Lutheran Church, Los Angeles, California 90027
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A Celebration for the life of 
Raymond J. Huff

May 16, 1941 - January 6, 2021

A virtual memorial service at Hollywood Lutheran Church

February 20, 2021 at 2:00 PM

For more information and to be emailed the Zoom link for this service email::  
hollywoodlutheran.studios@gmail.com

Deacon Tempie Beaman, presiding - Virtual Memorial Choir (please ask to participate)   
Share your memories of Ray via audio/video (remembrances should be no longer than 2 minutes, please)

U.S. Navy Memorial Fountain


