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Introduction to the day 
In winter’s deepest night, we welcome the justice that Christ child brings into the world. 
Isaiah declares that the light of the long-promised king will illumine the world and bring 
endless peace and justice. The angels declare that Jesus’ birth is good and joyful news for 
everyone, including lowly shepherds. Moved by this Good News for the world, we look to 
those hidden at the margins who await relief from their struggles and oppression. We 
look to how God is tending to those at the margins, and respond to this birth that brings 
unconditional Grace close to us with our actions.  

 



Welcome to Worship 

  

Empowered by the Holy Spirit, our mission is to offer God's Word of Love,  
Grace, Mercy and Justice to our homes, congregation, city and all creation. 

   
Welcome 

We are delighted you have come to worship. Relax, sing, and center yourself on the 
presence of God here today. Let the congregation and this bulletin guide you, and 
follow along as you are able. Join us after the service for refreshments. We look 
forward to meeting you.  

 
Visitors 

Please complete the attendance card located in the pew, you may also include prayer 
concerns and other information you would like the church to know. If you are 
interested in grabbing a coffee with pastor, learning more about our community or 
becoming a member, please make a note on the card.  

 
Music 

If you don’t know a song, sing along as you are able and don’t worry about getting it 
right. Just lift your voice in praise.  

 
Children are welcome here 

Children enrich our worship experience. The sounds of crying, laughing, and talking are 
welcome in our church; these sounds are a true gift and remind us of God’s presence. 
Children may find crayons and coloring sheets helpful during worship.  

 
Holy Communion  

The congregation will be celebrating Holy Communion this morning. All are welcome 
no matter your background.  Both wine and grape juice, and gluten-free bread are 
offered at the table.  We ask all to receive by intinction, "dipping the bread in the cup". 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

PRELUDE MUSIC                                                          TIMOTHY LEÓN, MINISTER OF MUSIC 

GATHERING SONG – O COME ALL YE FAITHFUL Assembly stands as able. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

Almighty God, you are open to all hearts, all our desires, and to love us as we are: 
makes us new by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and 
worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ.  
Amen. 



In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ came close to our bodily experience, felt the 
brokenness in the world, sat beside those who were struggling with oppression and the 
hurt we inflict on others and ourselves; Jesus sits beside us even today in the 
brokenness and oppression we encounter. Jesus was given to die for us, and for his 
sake God gives us unconditional relationship, love, and grace. As a called and ordained 
minister who works to bring God’s goodness to all, I announce that we are all forgiven 
and released from the heaviness we experience in life, in the name of the God Creator, 

and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 

HYMN OF PRAISE – ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH (ELW 289) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Let us pray.  
Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light. 
Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day 
wake to the brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
Amen. 



WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

FIRST READING: ISAIAH 7:10-16 
This poem promises deliverance from Assyrian oppression, a hope based on the birth of a royal child with a 
name full of promise. While Judah’s king will practice justice and righteousness, the real basis for faith lies in 
God’s passion for the people: The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this! 

A reading from Isaiah. 
 2The people who walked in darkness 
  have seen a great light; 
 those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
  on them light has shined. 
 3You have multiplied the nation, 
  you have increased its joy; 
 they rejoice before you 
  as with joy at the harvest, 
  as people exult when dividing plunder. 
 4For the yoke of their burden, 
  and the bar across their shoulders, 
  the rod of their oppressor, 
  you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
 5For all the boots of the tramping warriors 
  and all the garments rolled in blood 
  shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
 6For a child has been born for us, 
  a son given to us; 
 authority rests upon his shoulders; 
  and he is named 
 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
 7His authority shall grow continually, 
  and there shall be endless peace 
 for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
  He will establish and uphold it 
 with justice and with righteousness 
  from this time onward and forevermore. 
 The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 
The word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 

 

 



PSALM 96 – The psalm of the day is sung 
 
REFRAIN 
 
 
TONE  

 
 
PSALM 96: 1-13 

1Sing to the LORD| a new song; 
  sing to the LORD, | all the earth. 
 2Sing to the LORD, bless the name | of the LORD; 
  proclaim God’s salvation from | day to day. 
 3Declare God’s glory a- | mong the nations 
  and God’s wonders a- | mong all peoples. 
 4For great is the LORD and greatly | to be praised, 
  more to be feared | than all gods. R 
 5As for all the gods of the nations, they | are but idols; 
  but you, O LORD, have | made the heavens. 
 6Majesty and magnificence are | in your presence; 
  power and splendor are in your | sanctuary. 
 7Ascribe to the LORD, you families | of the peoples, 
  ascribe to the LORD hon- | or and power. 
 8Ascribe to the LORD the honor due the | holy name; 
  bring offerings and enter the courts | of the LORD. R 
 9Worship the LORD in the beau- | ty of holiness; 
  tremble before the LORD, | all the earth. 
 10Tell it out among the nations: “The | LORD is king! 
  The one who made the world so firm that it cannot be moved will judge the peo- 
| ples with equity.” 
 11Let the heavens rejoice, and let the | earth be glad; 
  let the sea thunder and all that is in it; let the field be joyful and all that | is 
therein. 
 12Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy at your com- | ing, O LORD, 
  for you come to | judge the earth. 
 13You will judge the | world with righteousness 
  and the peoples | with your truth. R 

 
 
 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION- HALLE, HALLE, HALLELUJAH. The assembly stands as able. 
Come to us, our justice and our mercy 
God in flesh among us: Lord, Jesus Christ. 

  
 
 
 
GOSPEL: LUKE 2:1-14 

The holy gospel according to Luke, the 2nd chapter. 

1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor 
of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the 
town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he 
was descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with 
Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were 
there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn 
son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was 
no place for them in the inn. 
8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock 
by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, "Do not be 
afraid; for see — I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is 
born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a 
sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." 
13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising 
God and saying, 
 14"Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he 
favors!" 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON      PASTOR JOSEPH CASTANEDA CARRERA 

 
  



HYMN OF THE DAY – IT CAME UPON A MIDNIGHT CLEAR  
Assembly stands as able. 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LIGHTING OF ADVENT WREATH (Sung to the tune of Away in the Manger) 
We honour Messiah with Christ- candle’s flame; 
Our christmas eve candles glad tidings proclaim. 
O come, all ye faithful, rejoice on this night; 
As God comes among us, Emmanuel’s true light. 
 
 
 
 
 



APOSTLES CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 He descended to the dead. 
 on the third day He rose again; 
 He ascended into heaven, 
 He is seated at the right hand of the father, 
 and He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy Catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. 
  Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
(Sing “Come, Come Lord Jesus, Come to Set Us Free”) 
Gathered with all who seek the Christ child, let us pray for the church, the world, and 
all who are in need. 
Wonderful counselor, on this holy night your church throughout the world celebrates 
the Word of God being born among us. Endow your church with a zeal for sharing your 
love and grace with all. Lord, in your mercy, 
God, come near to us. 
Lord of hosts, the heavens are glad, the earth rejoices, and the trees sing for joy at 
your coming. Grant us wisdom to care for your creation in ways that benefit all of your 
creatures. Lord, in your mercy, 
God, come near to us. 
Prince of peace, your grace has appeared and brings salvation to all. Bring healing to 
people and nations divided by violence. Direct the leaders of the nations, so that in 
self-controlled, upright, and godly living, they may work toward peace. Lord, in your 
mercy, 
God, come near to us.  



Gracious God, we praise you for gathering us tonight to worship in holy splendor. 
Direct our worship, fellowship, and service, so that our lives and Christian witness may 
be pleasing to you. Lord, in your mercy, 
God, come near to us. 
Mighty God of mercy, you come among us as a vulnerable infant. Protect all in need: 
those without homes or caregivers, those who grieve, all who are hungry, and all who 
are ill especially those in the back of our bulletin. Lord, in your mercy, 
God, come near to us. 

For what else shall we pray? Here prayers from the assembly are heard. 

Everlasting God, your steadfast love never ends. Thank you for revealing your 
faithfulness and love to us through the saints of every time and place. Lord, in your 
mercy, 
God, come near to us. 

(Sing “Come, Come Lord Jesus, Come to Set Us Free”) 

Into your gracious hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your steadfast 
mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   
Amen. 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

OFFERING CHOIR ANTHEM  
Offering is collected during anthem.            
  



OFFERING HYMN -  IN THE BLEAK MIDWINTER 
The assembly stands as able. 
 

 

    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Good and loving God, we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came among the poor to 
bring the riches of your grace. As you have blessed us with your gifts, let them be 
blessing for others. With the trees of the field, with all earth and heaven, we shout 
for joy at the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 

 



GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times   
and in all places give thanks and praise to you,  
almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, 
through whom you will also make all things new in the day when he comes to judge 
the world in righteousness. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
ADVENT HYMN 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THANKSGIVING AT TABLE 
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 
Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 
the Word made flesh, 
who comes into the world this evening, 
bringing justice, love, and peace to all people. 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me. 



Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin.  
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
All praise and glory are yours, 
Holy One of Israel, 
Word of God incarnate, 
Power of the Most High, 
one God, now and forever. 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 



INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come to this abundant meal of God’s Grace, for all is now ready. 

COMMUNION 
All are welcome to receive Holy Communion in faith that Christ is present in this meal. We 
receive by intinction, "dipping the bread in the cup".  First chalice has wine. The second grape 
juice. Ask for a gluten-free option.  Remain in prayer as long as you wish. 

COMMUNION SONG 
 

 

 

  

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when the 
hungry will be fed with good things. Send us forth to make known your deeds and to 
proclaim the greatness of your name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 
BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  
Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 



SENDING SONG – PEACE, PEACE/ SILENT NIGHT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace and serve the poor.  
Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 
POSTLUDE 
Please enjoy the postlude, if your schedule allows. 
Join us for cookies, coffee, and fellowship in Hoick Hall, if your schedule allows.  

 

 



 LUTHERAN Church 
Celebrating our 96th year, we are a congregation of the Southwest California Synod Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

www.hollywoodlutheranchurch.net     (323) 667-1212 
www.hollywoodlutheranchurch.net  YouTube:  www.youtube.com/user/HLCstudios 

      In Today's Liturgy 
   Assisting Ministers:         Ted Goulet     
       Jaffa C. Carrera  
   Lector:    Bill Richards 
   Cantor:           Monica Schober 
   Minister of Music:         Timothy León 

Additional Support Provided by 
   Audio/Visual:           Andrew Johnston 
   Sacristan:           Ted Goulet 
   Sexton:            Abilio Salguero 

PASTOR JOSEPH CASTAÑEDA CARRERA 
(747) 228-2662 | pastorjosephcc@gmail.com 

Flowers are given to the glory of God 
Ray Huff 

Memorial Candles 
In loving memory of our dearest departed,  

If you should need a candle lit please notify HLC front office. 

UPCOMING CALENDAR AT A GLANCE 
Sun, December 29 @ 10AM 

Tues, January 7th, 2:30pm 
Thurs, January 14th, 10:30am  

Sat, January 18th, 1pm-5pm  
Tues, February 2nd, 11:30am  

Sunday Worship Service 
Church Council Meeting  
Worship and Music 
Mariposa Ministry  
Congregational meeting  

The HLC Food Pantry serves over 50 families a week. Please see Tom Scott for the next opportunity to 
lend your support. 
Mariposa Ministry is always accepting letter writing volunteers, any help would make a difference. 
Every 3rd Saturday of the month is when they all get together to write letters.  
Please see David Conrad for details.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.hollywoodlutheranchurch.net/
http://www.hollywoodlutheranchurch.net/
http://www.youtube.com/user/HLCstudios


Take this sheet from the bulletin home with you and please offer your prayers today and 
throughout the week for the following individuals. 

 
For healing: Joan DeBrincat, Zachery Bell, Billy Arbuckle, Bryan Bowman, Javier Cruz, Jackie 
Edmonds, Jeanne Fouke, Jim Feederle, Sandra Ferrer, Carol Johnson, Steve Joiner, Brett Lane, June 
McGough, Barb Musgjerd, Lee Nelson, Kat Nelson, Ken Neundorf, Ursula Rheinfurth, Georgina 
Rockwell, Lisa Sakugawa, Karen Sherlock, Bob Shumate, Cynthia Nitrini Stary, Carol Strand, Dicksie 
Thompson, Don Volger, Gail Watson, Janet Weber, Jason Zarookian. 
 
For trust and mercy: Ana Etelia, Edna Fields, Stephen Gomez, Hazel Sobers-Robinson. 
 
For wholeness and wellbeing: Martha Murphy, Joyce Avriette, Jully Bender, Mo Costa, Mary 
Hohmann, Cecelia Ortega, Edward Tursa.  
 
For strength and healing in fighting cancers: Tim Pugh, Mona Enos, Jason Zarookian, Sonia 
Martinez, Nancy Johnson, Darla Browning, George Castañeda Jr., Sam Gros, Debra Lande, Bill Reid, 
Joan Riedell, Sue Zeider.  
 
For hopefulness and strength: Angela Gabriel, Adnan Aswad, Priscilla Hardcastle, Billie Hayes, 
Brenda Hutnik and family, Carol Lande, Raynard Lang, Steve Martinez, Michael Osborne, Juan 
Antonio Rivera, Patricia Robb, Harlowe Skinner, Donna Volger, Dorothy Wagner & family. 
 
For all people in the military who are deployed or serving our country. 
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permission. All rights reserved. Music reproduced in this worship folder is used by permission under CCLI License LUT 20 
No. 1920389 One License.net # A-724875 Published by Hollywood Lutheran Church, Los Angeles, California 90027 

  



 Christmas Poinsettias 
The Richards 
In Memory of 
Karin Levitan 

In Honor of 
Our family 

Ted Goulet 
In Memory of 

Arthur & Elenor Goulet 

Marie Sorensen 
In Memory of 

Parents: Anna & Aage Sorenson and 
Asta Smith & Inger Brown 

The Nelsons 
In Memory of 
Loved ones 
In Honor of 

Pastor Joseph 

Kevin Elam 
In Memory of 

James Donald Elam and James Michael Elam 

Bishop Robert Clement 
In Memory of 

Archbishop John Darcy Noble 

Raymond Huff 
To the honor and glory of God 

 
 
 

 


