
HOLLYWOOD LUTHERAN CHURCH

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
As Solomon prays for wisdom, we seek to more deeply know the treasures of 
faith. In today’s gospel Jesus offers everyday images that reveal to us the reign 
of God: a tree that becomes a sheltering home, yeast that 
penetrates and expands, a treasured pearl, a net that gains a 
great catch. Even as we seek the riches of God’s reign, the 
great surprise is that God’s grace finds us first!

8th Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday, July 26, 2020

Bulletin Text Key:
• Congregation
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• Lector



GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

ORGAN PRELUDE: TIMOTHY LEÓN
 Praludium by Arcangelo Corelli

GATHERING SONG

Verses: 
1. God, when human bonds are broken 
and we lack the love or skill 
to restore the hope of healing, 
give us grace and make us still. [Refrain] 

2. Through that stillness, with your Spirit 
come into our world of stress, 
for the sake of Christ forgiving 
all the failures we confess. [Refrain] 

5. Give us faith to be more faithful, 
give us hope to be more true, 
give us love to go on learning: 
God, encourage and renew! [Refrain] 



THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
In the name of the Father, 
and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. 
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

We give you thanks, O God, 
for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 
and by your Word you created the world, 
calling forth life in which you took delight.

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. 
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy 
Spirit. 
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, 
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 
Shower us with your Spirit, 
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.

To you be given honor and praise  
through Jesus Christ our Lord  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen.

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.





PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. 

Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your Son you bring 
us into your kingdom of justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us your wisdom, that we 
may treasure the life that comes from Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

WORD

FIRST READING: 1 Kings 3:5-12
A reading from 1 Kings.

At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, “Ask 
what I should give you.” And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love 
to your servant my father David, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in 
righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you; and you have kept for him this 
great and steadfast love, and have given him a son to sit on his throne today. And now, 
O LORD my God, you have made your servant king in place of my father David, although 
I am only a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in. And your servant is in the 
midst of the people whom you have chosen, a great people, so numerous they cannot 
be numbered or counted. Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern 
your people, able to discern between good and evil; for who can govern this your great 
people?” 

It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. God said to him, “Because you 
have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the life of your 
enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, I now do 
according to your word. Indeed I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you 
has been before you and no one like you shall arise after you.”
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: Romans 8:26-39
A reading from Romans.

The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, 
but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And God, who searches 
the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the 
saints according to the will of God. 

We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are 
called according to his purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be 
conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large 
family. And those whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he called he 
also justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified. 
 

What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? He 



who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also 
give us everything else? Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who 
justifies. Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is 
at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. Who will separate us from the 
love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or 
peril, or sword? As it is written,  

“For your sake we are being killed all day long; 
we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” 

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am 
convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will 
be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a 
mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the 
seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that 
the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.” 

He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman 
took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.” 

“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and 
hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; on finding 
one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it. 



“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught 
fish of every kind; when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into 
baskets but threw out the bad. So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come 
out and separate the evil from the righteous and throw them into the furnace of fire, 
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” And he said to them, 
“Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the 
master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON:        JOSEPH CASTAÑEDA-CARRERA

HYMN OF THE DAY



APOSTLE'S CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. 
Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, 
and all who are in need.

Merciful God, your reign is revealed to us in common things: a mustard shrub, a woman 
baking bread, a fishing net. Help your church witness to the surprising yet common 
ways you encounter us in daily life. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer.

When your word is opened, it gives light and understanding. Increase our understanding 
and awe of your creation; guide the work of scientists and researchers. Treasuring the 
earth, may we live as grateful and healing caretakers of our home. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer.

As the birds of the air nest in branches of trees, gather the nations of the world into the 
welcoming shade of your merciful reign. Direct leaders of nations to build trust with each 
other and walk in the way of peace. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer.

Your Spirit helps us in our weakness and intercedes for the saints according to your will. 
Help us when we do not know how to pray. Give comfort to the dying, refuge to the 
weary, justice to those who are oppressed, and healing to the sick. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer.

You show steadfast love and direct us to ask of you what we need. Help this 
congregation ask boldly for what is most needed. Refresh us with new dreams of being 
your people in this place and time. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer.



In you our lives are never lost. Strengthen us by the inspiring witness of your people in 
all times and places. Embolden our witness now and one day gather us with all your 
saints in light. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer.

For what else shall we pray? Prayers from the assembly are heard here. 

Use “Gallery View” to see everyone at the same time, and remember to 
raise your hand or click/tap the blue “Raise Hand” symbol: 

In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers 
to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you. Use “Gallery View” to see everyone at the same time.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

OFFERTORY SOLO:     MONICA SCHOBER
 Balm in Gilead arr. C. Harry Causey

OFFERING HYMN

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with 
blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous 
hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord.

Amen.  



MEAL
GREAT THANKSGIVING

DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through the great shepherd of your flock, our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who after his resurrection sent forth the apostles 
to preach the gospel and teach all nations, 
and promised to be with them, even to the end of the age. 
And so, with the glorious company of the apostles, 
with the choirs of angels and all the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. 
You are most holy,  
and great is the majesty of your glory.

(Words of Institution are spoken at the communion.) 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION: Acclamation (Weber)

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever.

GREAT AMEN: Amen (Weber)

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.



Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. 
Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.

COMMUNION

COMMUNION SONG

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing 
power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward 
you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.



SENDING
BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.
Amen.

SENDING SONG
(Next page)

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.

ORGAN POSTLUDE: TIMOTHY LEÓN
Lead On, O King Eternal arr. Lani Smith
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Please offer your prayers throughout the week for the following individuals: 

For healing: Billy Arbuckle, Zachery Bell, Bryan Bowman, Javier Cruz, Jackie Edmonds, 
Jeanne Fouke, Jim Feederle, Sandra Ferrer, Paulette Hunnewell,Carol Johnson, Steve 
Joiner, Brett Lane,  June McGough, Susan Murphy, Barb Musgjerd, Lee Nelson, Kat 
Nelson, Ken Neundorf, Ellie Petty,  Ursula Rheinfurth,  Georgina Rockwell,  Bayron 
Salguero, Lisa Sakugawa, Bob Shumate, Marie Sorenson, Cynthia Nitrini Stary,Carol 
Strand, Dicksie Thompson,  Joan DeBrincat, Don Volger, Gail Watson, Janet Weber, 
Jason Zarookian 

For trust in your mercy: Ana Etelia, Edna Fields, Stephen Gomez, Hazel Sobers-
Robinson 

For wholeness and wellbeing: Jully Bender, Mo Costa, Mary Hohmann, Joan Lawton, 
Martha Murphy, Cecelia Ortega, Arvik Rostamaians, Edward Tursa 

For strength and healing in fighting cancers: Darla Browning, George Castañeda Jr., 
Mona Enos, Sam Gros, Nancy Johnson, Debra Lande, Sonia Martinez, Tim Pugh, Jason 
Zarkookian, Sue Zeider 

For hopefulness and strength: Adnan Aswad, Lily Friedkin, Priscilla Hardcastle, Billie 
Hayes, Carol Lande, Raynard Lang, Steve Martinez, Michael Osborne, Juan Antonio 
Rivera, Patricia Robb, Harlowe Skinner, Donna Volger 

The Rainbow Candelabra on the altar serves as a reminder of this 
community's inclusive welcome to all of God's people and our intentional welcome to 
the LGBTQ community. 

Virtual Memorial Candles are  lit  in memory of: Joyce Avriette, Thomas Daniel, Don 
Hanson, Juanita Riedell, William Henry Witcraft, and Joan Lawton 

For all people in the military who are deployed or serving our country. 
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