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Introduction to the day 
The mustard seed becomes a great shrub that shelters the birds, recalling ancient images of the 
tree of life. We’d expect a cedar or a sequoia, but Jesus finds the power of God better imaged in 
a tiny, no-account seed. It’s not the way we expect divine activity to look. Yet the tree of life is 
here, in the cross around which we gather, the tree into which we are grafted through baptism, 
the true vine that nourishes us with its fruit in the cup we share. It may not appear all that 
impressive, but while nobody’s looking it grows with a power beyond our understanding. 
 
 
 
 



GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, � one God, 
who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to 
live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive 
your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Gracious God, 
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the 
power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our 
sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us 
again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of 
life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together 
with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of � Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your 
hearts through faith. 
Amen. 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, � one God, 
the fountain of living water, 
the rock who gave us birth, 
our light and our salvation. 
Amen. 
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. 
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
We give you thanks, O God, 
for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 
and by your Word you created the world, 
calling forth life in which you took delight. 
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. 
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 



We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, 
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 
Shower us with your Spirit, 
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 
To you be given honor and praise 
through Jesus Christ our Lord 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to God’s people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, 
we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, 
only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
O God, you are the tree of life, offering shelter to all the world. Graft us into yourself and nurture 
our growth, that we may bear your truth and love to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
 



WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
FIRST READING: Ezekiel 17:22-24 
A reading from Ezekiel. 
22Thus says the Lord GOD:  
 I myself will take a sprig 
  from the lofty top of a cedar; I will set it out. 
 I will break off a tender one 
  from the topmost of its young twigs; 
 I myself will plant it 
  on a high and lofty mountain. 
 23On the mountain height of Israel 
  I will plant it, 
 in order that it may produce boughs and bear fruit, 
  and become a noble cedar. 
 Under it every kind of bird will live; 
  in the shade of its branches will nest 
  winged creatures of every kind. 
 24All the trees of the field shall know 
  that I am the LORD. 
 I bring low the high tree, 
  I make high the low tree; 
 I dry up the green tree 
  and make the dry tree flourish. 
 I the LORD have spoken; 
  I will accomplish it. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
PSALM: Psalm 92:1-4, 12-15 
The righteous shall spread abroad like a cedar of Lebanon. (Ps. 92:12) 
 1It is a good thing to give thanks to the LORD, 
  to sing praise to your name, O Most High; 
 2to herald your love in the morning 
  and your faithful- ness at night; 
 3on the psaltery, and on the lyre, 
  and to the melody of the harp. 
 4For you have made me glad by your acts, O LORD; 
  and I shout for joy because of the works of your hands. R 
 12The righteous shall flourish like a palm tree, 
  and shall spread abroad like a cedar of Lebanon. 
 13Those who are planted in the house of the LORD 
  shall flourish in the courts of our God; 



 14they shall still bear fruit in old age; 
  they shall be | green and succulent; 
 15that they may show how upright the LORD is, 
  my rock, in whom there is no injustice. R 
 
 
SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 5:6-10 [11-13] 14-17 
A reading from 2 Corinthians. 
6So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in the body we are 
away from the Lord—7for we walk by faith, not by sight. 8Yes, we do have confidence, and we 
would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord. 9So whether we are at home or 
away, we make it our aim to please him. 10For all of us must appear before the judgment seat of 
Christ, so that each may receive recompense for what has been done in the body, whether good 
or evil. 
  14For the love of Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that one has died for all; 
therefore all have died. 15And he died for all, so that those who live might live no longer for 
themselves, but for him who died and was raised for them. 
  16From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we 
once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. 17So if 
anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has 
become new! 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia. 

 
GOSPEL: Mark 4:26-34 
The holy gospel according to Mark. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
26[Jesus] said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground,27and 
would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know how. 
28The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the head. 29But 
when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has come.” 
  30He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will we use 
for it? 31It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the 
seeds on earth; 32yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts 
forth large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.” 
  33With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it; 34he did 
not speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything in private to his disciples. 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 



 
 
APOSTLE’S CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
Let us come before the triune God in prayer. 

Holy God, you plant the seeds of faith in every nation. Enliven your church, so that the good 
news of your grace may root and grow throughout the world. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Creator, even the trees, shrubs, and flowers delight in your goodness. From the depths of the soil 
to the highest mountain, bring forth new plants. Restore growth to places suffering drought. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Judge of nations, we pray for our leaders and those in power. Grant them the ability to regard 
those under their charge with humility, dedicating their lives in service to others. Lord, in your 
mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Divine comforter, you show compassion to those in need and provide relief to those who call on 
you. Bless all who suffer, especially people trapped in cycles of poverty and homelessness. Lord, 
in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Sovereign God, this house of worship belongs to you. We give thanks and pray for our church 
musician(s). We dedicate to you the joyful noise that comes from this place; the cries of children, 
the melody of voice and instruments, and the songs from our hearts. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 



Eternal God, we give thanks for our ancestors in the faith who are now at home with you. We 
look forward to that day when we are reunited in your new creation. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills were gathered together to become one 
bread, so let your church be gathered together from the ends of the earth into your kingdom, for 
yours is the glory through Jesus Christ, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
  

DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
Lord God of pow’r and might: 
Heav’n and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Blessed are you, O God of the universe. 
Your mercy is everlasting 
and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 
  
Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness 
to the land of milk and honey. 
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
With this bread and cup 
we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life 
as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
  
O God of resurrection and new life: 
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us 
and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
Bless this feast. 



Grace our table with your presence. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
  
Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. 
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. 
Breathe new life into us. 
Send us forth, 
burning with justice, peace, and love. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
  
With your holy ones of all times and places, 
with the earth and all its creatures, 
with sun and moon and stars, 
we praise you, O God, 
blessed and holy Trinity, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 
 
COMMUNION 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 
 
 
 



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of this 
gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love 
toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
 
SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
BLESSING 
The God of steadfastness and encouragement 
grant you to live in harmony with one another, 
in accordance with Christ Jesus. 
Amen. 
The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
The God of all grace � bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share the good news. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Please offer your prayers throughout the week 
for the following individuals:  

For healing:  Billy Arbuckle, Zachery Bell, Colette Boudreaux, Javier 
Cruz, Jim Feederle, Sandra Ferrer, Jeanne Fouke, Angela Gabriel, 
Maurine Higgins, Paulette Hunnewell, Steve Joiner, Bridgid Kinney, 
Brett Lane, Susan Murphy, Barb Musgjerd, Kat Nelson, Lee Nelson, 
Ken Neundorf, Ursula Rheinfurth, Georgina Rockwell, Lisa Sakugawa, 
Tom Scott, Bob Shumate, Marie Sorenson, Ken Steele, Dicksie 
Thompson, Don Volger, Gail Watson, Janet Weber, Jason Zarookian  

For trust in your mercy: George Demas, Joan DeBrincat, Edna Fields, 
Stephen Gomez, Arvik Rostamians  

For wholeness and wellbeing: Jully Bender, Mo Costa, Mary 
Hohmann, Martha Murphy, Cecelia Ortega, Trinity Patlow and family, 
Edward Tursa, Will Terry  

For strength and healing in fighting cancers: Autumn Gates, Sam 
Gros, Debra Lande, Tim Pugh, Joan Riedell  

For hopefulness and strength: Steve Blass, Priscilla Hardcastle, Kay 
Hobday, Jason Kane, Era Kayln, Carol Lande, Raynard Lang, Steve 
Martinez, Sharon Noble, Shaun Noble, Michael Osborne, Juan Antonio 
Rivera, the Salguero Family, Harlowe Skinner, Cynthia Nitrini Stary, 
Donna Volger, Adam Zarookian  

For all people in the military who are deployed 
or serving our country . 

 Virtual Memorial Candles are lit in memory of: Julia Prado, 
Bayron Salguero, Billie Hayes, Ray Huff, Dale Runge, Hazel Sobers-
Robinson, La Verne Briscoe, Thomas Daniel, Juanita Riedell  



The Rainbow Candelabra on the altar serves as a reminder of this 
community's inclusive welcome to all of God's people and our 
intentional welcome to the LGBTQ community.  
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