
HOLLYWOOD LUTHERAN CHURCH
Third Sunday of Advent

Sunday, December 13, 2020

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
“Rejoice always,” begins the reading from 1 Thessalonians. Isaiah and the psalmist 
make clear that God is turning our mourning into laughter and 
shouts of joy. “All God’s children got a robe,” go the words of a 
spiritual. It is not so much a stately, formal, pressed outfit as it is 
a set of party clothes, clothes we are happy to wear. We receive 
that robe in baptism, and in worship we gather for a foretaste of 
God’s party. 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GATHERING HYMN
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GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   

And also with you.

LITANY FOR ADVENT: Joy
©Fran Pratt franpratt.com - used with permission

God, all kinds of feelings pass through us in this life:
C: From happiness to sorrow and everything in between.
We can look around and see all kinds of reasons not to feel joyful
C: Until we learn:
Joy is not felt
C: Joy is found.

We straighten our spines,
C: Posturing ourselves toward joy;
Needing constant rediscovery
C: Until it becomes our nature.

Joy in pain
C: Joy in transformation
Joy in journeying
C: Joy in growth
Joy in parting
C: Joy in waiting

This is the joy that wells up from us:
C: The intentional song
The thoughtful gift
C: The word of comfort
The broken thing mended
C:  belly filled.

PRELUDE TIMOTHY LEÓN
Pastorale by Domenico Zipoli 

ANNOUNCEMENTS Use “Gallery View” to see everyone.

GATHERING HYMN Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding! 
(previous page)
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This is the joy given to us:
C: To love and be loved
To sacrifice and be blessed
C: To be lost and found.

Joyful, Joyful!
C: Rejoice, Rejoice!

C: Amen 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH

ADVENT SONG

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. 
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Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to the words of your 
prophets, that, anointed by your Spirit, we may testify to your light; through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.
Amen.

WORD

FIRST READING: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11
A reading from Isaiah.
 The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, 
  because the LORD has anointed me; 
 he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, 
  to bind up the brokenhearted, 
 to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
  and release to the prisoners; 
 to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor, 
  and the day of vengeance of our God; 
  to comfort all who mourn; 
 to provide for those who mourn in Zion— 
  to give them a garland instead of ashes, 
 the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 
  the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. 
 They will be called oaks of righteousness, 
  the planting of the LORD, to display his glory. 
 They shall build up the ancient ruins, 
  they shall raise up the former devastations; 
 they shall repair the ruined cities, 
  the devastations of many generations. 
 
 For I the LORD love justice, 
  I hate robbery and wrongdoing; 
 I will faithfully give them their recompense, 
  and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 
 Their descendants shall be known among the nations, 
  and their offspring among the peoples; 
 all who see them shall acknowledge 
  that they are a people whom the LORD has blessed. 
 I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, 
  my whole being shall exult in my God; 
 for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 
  he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 
 as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 
  and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 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 For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 
  and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 
 so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise 
  to spring up before all the nations. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
A reading from 1 Thessalonians. 
Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of 
God in Christ Jesus for you. Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise the words of prophets, 
but test everything; hold fast to what is good; abstain from every form of evil. 

May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body 
be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls you 
is faithful, and he will do this. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.


GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL: John 1:6-8, 19-28
The Holy Gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to 
the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to 
testify to the light.

This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from 
Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, “I am 
not the Messiah.” And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are 
you the prophet?” He answered, “No.” Then they said to him, “Who are you? Let us have an 
answer for those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” He said,  

“I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 
‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ ” 

as the prophet Isaiah said. 
Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. They asked him, “Why then are you baptizing 
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if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?” John answered them, “I baptize 
with water. Among you stands one whom you do not know, the one who is coming after me; I 
am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.” This took place in Bethany across the Jordan 
where John was baptizing.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

HYMN OF THE DAY

SERMON PASTOR JOSEPH CASTAÑEDA-CARRERA
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THE APOSTLE’S CREED
Let us confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  

Amen 

ADVENT CANTICLE (Part 1)

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
God of power and might, shine your radiance and come quickly to this weary world. Hear our 
prayers for everyone in need.

God of preachers and messengers, you have entrusted your church with the work of 
proclaiming good news. Strengthen the witness of bishops, pastors, deacons, church 
musicians, lay leaders, and all people who contribute their prayers and talents to public 
worship. Embed your word in their hearts. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great.

God of every living creature, you announce the year of your favor for all of creation. Extend 
your kindness and relief to endangered animals and plants. Strengthen the human beings 
who rely on the rhythms of nature to make their living. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great.

God of all peoples and nations, you plant us as your oaks of righteousness and ask us to 
care for one another. Be present with the leaders of every nation as they govern. Give them a 
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spirit of righteousness, that your goodness and mercy is revealed through their actions. Hear 
us, O God. 
Your mercy is great.

God of exiles and wanderers, you repair what was once destroyed. We pray for people who 
have been displaced from their homes by fire, flood, earthquake, or storm. Support the work 
of Lutheran World Relief, Lutheran Disaster Response, and all disaster relief organizations in 
their recovery efforts. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great.

God of the powerful and helpless, you clothe us with strength when our spirits are weak and 
weary. Bestow your spirit upon this congregation and empower us to comfort the people who 
turn to us in times of need. Make your church a place of refuge and healing. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great.

God of sinners and saints, you offer joy even in the midst of our grief. We are grateful for the 
beloved, imperfect people whose lives testified to your radiant love. Anoint all who mourn with 
the oil of gladness. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great.

For what else shall we pray? Prayers from the assembly are heard here. 

Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
Amen.

ADVENT CANTICLE (Part 2)

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray.
Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with 
blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous 
hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord.  
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Use “Gallery View” to see everyone.

OFFERTORY SOLO Come, Emmanuel by Twila Paris
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MEAL
DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE
It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and 
praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on this day overcame death 
and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And 
so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn:
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GREAT THANKSGIVING
Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father:
Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign.
You have filled all creation with light and life;
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age:
the promise to Israel,
the rescue from Egypt,
the gift of the promised land,
the words of the prophets;
and, at this end of all the ages, the gift of your Son,
who proclaimed the good news in word and deed
and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup
we remember the life our Lord offered for us.
And, believing the witness of his resurrection,
we await his coming in power
to share with us the great and promised feast.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit,
that we who share in Christ’s body and blood
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may live to the praise of your glory
and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light.
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.

Join our prayers with those of your servants
of every time and every place,
and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest
until he comes as victorious Lord of all.

Through him, with him, in him,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father,
now and forever.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. 
Amen.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.
Amen

COMMUNION HYMN
LAMB OF GOD

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when the hungry will 
be fed with good things. Send us forth to make known your deeds and to proclaim the 
greatness of your name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

SENDING
BLESSING
The God of steadfastness and encouragement
grant you to live in harmony with one another,
in accordance with Christ Jesus.
Amen.
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The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE TIMOTHY LEÓN, ORGAN
Hark, the Glad Sound! 
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HOLLYWOOD LUTHERAN CHURCH
CELEBRATING OUR 99TH YEAR,

we are a congregation of the 
Southwest California Synod

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

Phone: (323) 667-1212  
Website: www.hollywoodlutheranchurch.net  
YouTube: www.youtube.com/user/HLCstudios  

IN TODAY'S LITURGY

PASTOR JOSEPH CASTAÑEDA-CARRERA
(747) 228-2662 | PastorJosephCC@gmail.com 

Assisting Minister: Jaffa C. Carrera 

Minister of Music: Timothy León 

Lector: Ted Goulet 

Cantor: Monica Schober 

Offertory Soloist: Monica Schober 

Hymn Leader: Jessie Massoudi 

Slide Tech: Monica Schober 

Zoom Host: Jessie Massoudi 

Videographer: Andrew Johnston 

Council President: Tom Scott 

Sexton: Abilio Salguero 

 On Site Recording Engineer: Andrew Johnston 
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Please offer your prayers throughout the week for the following individuals: 

For healing: Billy Arbuckle, Colette Boudreaux, Zachery Bell, Javier Cruz, Jackie Edmonds, 
Jeanne Fouke, Jim Feederle, Sandra Ferrer, Paulette Hunnewell, Carol Johnson, Steve 
Joiner, Brett Lane, June McGough, Susan Murphy, Barb Musgjerd, Lee Nelson, Kat Nelson, 
Ken Neundorf, Ursula Rheinfurth, Georgina Rockwell, Bayron Salguero, Lisa Sakugawa, Bob 
Shumate, Marie Sorenson, Cynthia Nitrini Stary, Carol Strand, Dicksie Thompson, Joan 
DeBrincat, Don Volger, Gail Watson, Janet Weber, Jason Zarookian, Will Terry, Angela 
Gabriel, Brenda Jacob 

For trust in your mercy: Ana Etelia, Edna Fields, Stephen Gomez, Hazel Sobers-Robinson, 
George Demas 

For wholeness and wellbeing: Adam Zarookian, Jully Bender, Mo Costa, Mary Hohmann, 
Martha Murphy, Cecelia Ortega, Edward Tursa, David Pugh 

For strength and healing in fighting cancers: Darla Browning, Mona Enos, Sam Gros, Nancy 
Johnson, Debra Lande, Tim Pugh, Jason Zarkookian, Sue Zeider, Joan Riedell 

For hopefulness and strength: Era Kayln, Steve Blass, Adnan Aswad, Lily Friedkin, Priscilla 
Hardcastle, Billie Hayes, Carol Lande, Raynard Lang, Steve Martinez, Michael Osborne, 
Juan Antonio Rivera, Patricia Robb, Harlowe Skinner, Donna Volger, Adam Zarkookian, the 
Barcus-Schafer family, Jason Kane, Maurine Higgins 

For all people in the military who are deployed or serving our country. 

 
Virtual Memorial Candles are lit in memory of 

James Blass, Joyce Avriette, Thomas Daniel, Don Hanson,  
Juanita Riedell, William Henry Witcraft, Joan Lawton, Sonia Martinez Zarkookian, Lila Dee 

Barcus, Barbara Ruthroff Gates, and La Verne Mary Briscoe 

The Rainbow Candelabra on the altar serves as a reminder of this community's inclusive 
welcome to all of God's people and our intentional welcome to the LGBTQ community. 
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