
HOLLYWOOD LUTHERAN CHURCH

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
God’s word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings forth vegetation. It is 
also like the sower who scatters seed indiscriminately. Our lives are like seeds 
sown in the earth. Even from what appears to be little, dormant, or dead, God 
promises a harvest. At the Lord’s table we are fed with the bread of life, that we 
may bear fruit in the world.

6th Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday, July 12, 2020  

Bulletin Text Key:
• Congregation
• Assistant Minister
• Lector



GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

ORGAN PRELUDE:      TIMOTHY LEÓN
Leaning on the Everlasting Arms arr. by Gilbert M Martin

GATHERING SONG



THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
In the name of the Father,
and of the ☩ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

We give you thanks, O God,
for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters
and by your Word you created the world,
calling forth life in which you took delight.

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons,
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life,
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.
Shower us with your Spirit,
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.

To you be given honor and praise
through Jesus Christ our Lord
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.  





PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. 

Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. 
By your Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, 
and grow in faith and hope and love, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord.

Amen.

WORD

FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:10-13
A reading from Isaiah.

 For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 
  and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 
 making it bring forth and sprout, 
  giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
 so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 
  it shall not return to me empty, 
 but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 
  and succeed in the thing for which I sent it.

 For you shall go out in joy, 
  and be led back in peace; 
 the mountains and the hills before you  
  shall burst into song, 
  and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
 Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 
  instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 
 and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial, 
  for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



SECOND READING: Romans 8:1-11
A reading from Romans.

  There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ 
Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from 
the law of sin and of death. For God has done what the law, weakened by 
the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful 
flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, so that the just 
requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to 
the flesh but according to the Spirit. For those who live according to the 
flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live 
according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. To set the 
mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and 
peace. For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it 
does not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, and those who are in the 
flesh cannot please God.

  But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God 
dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not 
belong to him. But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of 
sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him who 
raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the 
dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells 
in you.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 
Such great crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat 
there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. And he told them many 
things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as he 
sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. 
Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and 
they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. But when the sun 
rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root, they withered 
away. Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked 
them. Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a 
hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. Let anyone with ears listen!”

  “Hear then the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of the 
kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches 
away what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. As for 
what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and 
immediately receives it with joy; yet such a person has no root, but 
endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on 
account of the word, that person immediately falls away. As for what was 
sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of 
the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. But 
as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word 
and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a 
hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON: JOSEPH CASTAÑEDA-CARRERA

HYMN OF THE DAY
(Next page)





APOSTLE'S CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. 
Amen.  



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our 
shared world.

Gracious God, your word has been sown in many ways and places. We pray for 
missionaries and newly planted congregations around the world. Inspire us by 
their witness to the faith we share. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great.

Creating God, the mountains and hills burst into song and the trees and fields 
clap their hands in praise. We pray for the birds and animals who make their 
home in the trees, and for lands stripped bare by deforestation. Empower us to 
sustainably use what you have given. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great.

Reigning God, we pray for our nation’s leaders. Increase their desire for justice 
and equality. We pray for our enemies. Bridge the chasms that divide us and 
guide authorities to a deep and lasting peace. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great.

Abiding God, care for all who are in need. For those who are doubting, renew 
faith. For those who are worrying, provide release. For those who are struggling, 
ease burdens. For those in fear, give hope. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great.

Renewing God, revive your church in this place. Nourish and nurture the seeds 
you have planted, that we might grow as disciples. Replace what has been 
depleted. Sustain our ministries and deepen relationships with the wider 
community. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great.

Eternal God, we give thanks for all who have died. Comfort us in the sure and 
certain hope of the resurrection. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great.

For what else shall we pray? Prayers from the assembly are heard here.

Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 



PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

OFFERTORY SOLO:         MONICA SCHOBER 
Behold! What Manner of Love by Wilbur Hatch

OFFERING HYMN

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you 
shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give 
us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those 
in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.



MEAL
GREAT THANKSGIVING

DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through the great shepherd of your flock, our Savior Jesus Christ;
who after his resurrection sent forth the apostles
to preach the gospel and teach all nations,
and promised to be with them, even to the end of the age.
And so, with the glorious company of the apostles,
with the choirs of angels and all the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God.
You are most holy, 
and great is the majesty of your glory.

(Words of Institution are spoken at the communion.) 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION: Acclamation (Weber)

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever.

GREAT AMEN: Amen (Weber)

 



LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. 

Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.

COMMUNION  



COMMUNION SONG 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the 
healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this 
gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the 
sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.  



SENDING

BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.

Amen.

SENDING SONG
(Next page)

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.

ORGAN POSTLUDE:      TIMOTHY LEÓN
In You is Gladness (In Die ist Freude) arr. by Michael Burkhardt
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Please offer your prayers throughout the week for the following individuals:

For healing: Billy Arbuckle, Zachery Bell, Bryan Bowman, Javier Cruz, Jackie 
Edmonds, Jeanne Fouke, Jim Feederle, Sandra Ferrer, Paulette 
Hunnewell,Carol Johnson,  Steve Joiner, Brett Lane,  June McGough, Susan 
Murphy, Barb Musgjerd, Lee Nelson, Kat Nelson, Ken Neundorf, Ellie 
Petty, Ursula Rheinfurth, Georgina Rockwell, Bayron Salguero, Lisa Sakugawa, 
Bob Shumate, Marie Sorenson, Cynthia Nitrini Stary,Carol Strand,  Dicksie 
Thompson,  Joan DeBrincat, Don Volger,  Gail Watson, Janet Weber, Jason 
Zarookian 

For trust in your mercy: Ana Etelia, Edna Fields, Stephen Gomez, Hazel Sobers-
Robinson 

For wholeness and wellbeing: Jully Bender, Mo Costa, Mary Hohmann, Joan 
Lawton, Martha Murphy, Cecelia Ortega, Arvik Rostamaians, Edward Tursa 

For strength and healing in fighting cancers: Darla Browning, George 
Castañeda Jr., Mona Enos, Sam Gros, Nancy Johnson, Debra  Lande, Sonia 
Martinez, Tim Pugh, Jason Zarkookian, Sue Zeider 

For hopefulness and strength: Adnan Aswad, Lily Friedkin, Priscilla Hardcastle, 
Billie Hayes, Carol Lande, Raynard Lang, Steve Martinez, Michael Osborne, 
Juan Antonio Rivera, Patricia Robb, Harlowe Skinner, Donna Volger 

The Rainbow Candelabra on the altar serves as a reminder of this 
community's  inclusive welcome to all of God's people and our intentional 
welcome to the LGBTQ community. 

Virtual Memorial Candles are lit in memory of: Joyce Avriette, Thomas Daniel, 
Don Hanson, Juanita Riedell, William Henry Witcraft, and Joan Lawton 

 
For all people in the military who are deployed or serving our country. 

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS023637. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of 
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All 
rights reserved. Music reproduced in this worship folder is used by permission under CCLI License LUT 20 No. 1920389 One 
License.net # A-724875 Published by Hollywood Lutheran Church, Los Angeles, California 90027 


	Hollywood Lutheran Church

