
HOLLYWOOD LUTHERAN CHURCH
Second Sunday of Advent

Sunday, December 6, 202040

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
John calls people to repent, to clear the decks, to completely reorder their lives so that 
nothing gets in the way of the Lord’s coming. The reading from Isaiah gives the 
context for this radical call: the assurance of forgiveness that 
encourages us to repent; the promise that the coming one will be 
gentle with the little ones. Isaiah calls us all to be heralds with 
John, to lift up our voices fearlessly and say, “See, your God is 
coming!” We say it to one another in worship, in order to say it 
with our lives in a world in need of justice and peace. 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GATHERING HYMN
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GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   

And also with you.

LITANY FOR ADVENT: Love
©Fran Pratt franpratt.com - used with permission

God, in the waiting and the tension  
You are teaching us  
The characteristics of True Love  
Like a prism, it has many faces: 
Patience, 
Courage, 
Gentleness, 
Honesty, 
Kindness, 
Freedom, and more.

For years, for generations, we said  
“God is Love,”  
When what we really thought was 
“God is Wrath.”  
We thought of you as moody and prickly, 
Distant and disembodied.

We know better now. 
The Christ has taught us.

We like to imagine the night Love became Incarnate: 
Clear, 
Still, 

PRELUDE TIMOTHY LEÓN
Chorale Prelude, Op. 1221 Es ist ein Ros' entsprungen 

 by Johannes Brahms 

ANNOUNCEMENTS Use “Gallery View” to see everyone.

GATHERING HYMN Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus
(previous page)
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Peaceful; 
Perfect conditions for Love’s emergence  
Perfect timing for Love’s expansion.

It’s in quiet that love has its purest voice. 
It’s in stillness that love finds its rhythm.

And indeed, Love smiled upon us that day 
Its every face beaming 
A tiny voice bawling out love’s insistence  
A tiny heart beating out love’s cadence.

Shhh, we can still hear it: 
I love you. I love. I am love.

Amen 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH

ADVENT SONG
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. 
Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming 
strengthen us to serve you with purified lives; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

WORD

FIRST READING: Isaiah 40:1-11
A reading from Isaiah.
 Comfort, O comfort my people, 
  says your God. 
 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 
  and cry to her 
 that she has served her term, 
  that her penalty is paid, 
 that she has received from the LORD’s hand 
  double for all her sins.


 A voice cries out: 
 “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, 
  make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
 Every valley shall be lifted up, 
  and every mountain and hill be made low; 
 the uneven ground shall become level, 
  and the rough places a plain. 
 Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, 
  and all people shall see it together, 
  for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”


 A voice says, “Cry out!” 
  And I said, “What shall I cry?” 
 All people are grass, 
  their constancy is like the flower of the field. 
 The grass withers, the flower fades, 
  when the breath of the LORD blows upon it; 
  surely the people are grass. 
 The grass withers, the flower fades; 
  but the word of our God will stand forever. 
 Get you up to a high mountain, 
  O Zion, herald of good tidings; 
 lift up your voice with strength, 
  O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, 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  lift it up, do not fear; 
 say to the cities of Judah, 
  “Here is your God!” 
 See, the Lord GOD comes with might, 
  and his arm rules for him; 
 his reward is with him, 
  and his recompense before him. 
 He will feed his flock like a shepherd; 
  he will gather the lambs in his arms, 
 and carry them in his bosom, 
  and gently lead the mother sheep. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

SECOND READING: 2 Peter 3:8-15a
A reading from 2 Peter. 
Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and 
a thousand years are like one day. The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some think of 
slowness, but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to repentance. 
But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a loud 
noise, and the elements will be dissolved with fire, and the earth and everything that is done 
on it will be disclosed. 

Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons ought you to be 
in leading lives of holiness and godliness, waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of 
God, because of which the heavens will be set ablaze and dissolved, and the elements will 
melt with fire? But, in accordance with his promise, we wait for new heavens and a new 
earth, where righteousness is at home.

Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to be found by him at 
peace, without spot or blemish; and regard the patience of our Lord as salvation. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.


GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: Mark 1:1-8
The Holy Gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.
The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 

As it is written in the prophet Isaiah,  
“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 

who will prepare your way; 
the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
make his paths straight,’ ” 

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of 
Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing 
their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and 
he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is 
coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have 
baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON PASTOR JOSEPH CASTAÑEDA-CARRERA
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HYMN OF THE DAY

THE APOSTLE’S CREED
Let us confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
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he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  

Amen 

ADVENT CANTICLE (Part 1)

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
God of power and might, tear open the heavens and come quickly to this weary world. Hear 
our prayers for everyone in need.

Faithful God, you teach us to wait for you with faithfulness and patience. Sustain and support 
us in our doubts and questions. Nurture our faith as we discern and enact your mission. Hear 
us, O God. 
Your mercy is great.

Loving God, you set the stars in the sky and breathe life into the earth. Renew the face of 
creation where it is in need of your healing touch. Mend the wounds of environmental 
damage and restore balance to ecosystems so that all creation can declare your praise. Hear 
us, O God. 
Your mercy is great.

Steadfast God, you never tire of seeking justice. Where people suffer from discrimination, 
judgment, and injustice, speak words of truth and comfort. We pray especially for . . . (current 
local, national, or international issues of peace or justice may be named). Lead us toward a world 
where faithfulness will sprout underfoot and righteousness rain down from above. Hear us, O 
God. 
Your mercy is great.

Leading God, you ask us to make uneven ground smooth. Make even the disparities between 
your people. Sustain and support people with physical and intellectual disabilities. 
Accompany disability advocates who work for a world accessible to all. Teach us to celebrate 
the great diversity in our midst. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great.

Tender God, you know sorrow and joy alike. We pray for those in our families and 
congregation who are not joyful in this holiday season. Comfort those who grieve, be a 
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companion to all who are lonely, tend those who are sick or struggling with depression, and 
gather all people in your healing embrace. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great.

Eternal God, we give thanks for the saints who have prepared your way in the wilderness and 
taught us to continue their faithful work (especially Nicholas of Myra). Make their generous lives 
an example for all. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great.

For what else shall we pray? Prayers from the assembly are heard here. 

Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
Amen.

ADVENT CANTICLE (Part 2)

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray.
Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with 
blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous 
hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord.  
Amen.

MEAL

DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Use “Gallery View” to see everyone.

OFFERTORY SOLO MONICA SCHOBER, SOPRANO
Come, Emmanuel by Twila Paris
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PREFACE
It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and 
praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on this day overcame death 
and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And 
so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn:

GREAT THANKSGIVING
Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father:
Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign.
You have filled all creation with light and life;
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age:
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the promise to Israel,
the rescue from Egypt,
the gift of the promised land,
the words of the prophets;
and, at this end of all the ages, the gift of your Son,
who proclaimed the good news in word and deed
and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup
we remember the life our Lord offered for us.
And, believing the witness of his resurrection,
we await his coming in power
to share with us the great and promised feast.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit,
that we who share in Christ’s body and blood
may live to the praise of your glory
and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light.
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.

Join our prayers with those of your servants
of every time and every place,
and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest
until he comes as victorious Lord of all.
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Through him, with him, in him,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father,
now and forever.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. 
Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.
Amen
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COMMUNION HYMN
LAMB OF GOD

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when the hungry will 
be fed with good things. Send us forth to make known your deeds and to proclaim the 
greatness of your name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

SENDING
BLESSING
The God of steadfastness and encouragement
grant you to live in harmony with one another,
in accordance with Christ Jesus.
Amen.

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE TIMOTHY LEÓN, ORGAN
Variations on "Wake, Awake for Night is Flying”
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HOLLYWOOD LUTHERAN CHURCH
CELEBRATING OUR 99TH YEAR,

we are a congregation of the 
Southwest California Synod

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

Phone: (323) 667-1212  
Website: www.hollywoodlutheranchurch.net  
YouTube: www.youtube.com/user/HLCstudios  

IN TODAY'S LITURGY

PASTOR JOSEPH CASTAÑEDA-CARRERA
(747) 228-2662 | PastorJosephCC@gmail.com 

Assisting Minister: Karla Richards 

Minister of Music: Timothy León 

Lector: Bill Richards 

Cantor: Monica Schober 

Offertory Soloist: Monica Schober 

Hymn Leader: Monica Schober 

Slide Tech: Monica Schober 

Zoom Host: Jessie Massoudi 
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Council President: Tom Scott 

Sexton: Abilio Salguero 

 On Site Recording Engineer: Andrew Johnston 
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Please offer your prayers throughout the week for the following individuals: 

For healing: Billy Arbuckle, Colette Boudreaux, Zachery Bell, Javier Cruz, Jackie Edmonds, 
Jeanne Fouke, Jim Feederle, Sandra Ferrer, Paulette Hunnewell, Carol Johnson, Steve 
Joiner, Brett Lane, June McGough, Susan Murphy, Barb Musgjerd, Lee Nelson, Kat Nelson, 
Ken Neundorf, Ellie Petty, Ursula Rheinfurth, Georgina Rockwell, Bayron Salguero, Lisa 
Sakugawa, Bob Shumate, Marie Sorenson, Cynthia Nitrini Stary, Carol Strand, Dicksie 
Thompson, Joan DeBrincat, Don Volger, Gail Watson, Janet Weber, Jason Zarookian, Will 
Terry, Angela Gabriel 

For trust in your mercy: Ana Etelia, Edna Fields, Stephen Gomez, Hazel Sobers-Robinson 

For wholeness and wellbeing: Adam Zarookian, Jully Bender, Mo Costa, Mary Hohmann, 
Joan Lawton, Martha Murphy, Cecelia Ortega, Arvik Rostamaians,  Edward Tursa, David 
Pugh 

For strength and healing in fighting cancers: Darla Browning, Mona Enos, Sam Gros, Nancy 
Johnson, Debra Lande, Tim Pugh, Jason Zarkookian, Sue Zeider, Joan Riedell 

For hopefulness and strength: Era Kayln, Steve Blass, Adnan Aswad, Lily Friedkin, Priscilla 
Hardcastle, Billie Hayes, Carol Lande, Raynard Lang, Steve Martinez, Michael Osborne, 
Juan Antonio Rivera, Patricia Robb, Harlowe Skinner, Donna Volger, Adam Zarkookian, the 
Barcus-Schafer family, Jason Kane, Maurine Higgins 

For all people in the military who are deployed or serving our country. 

 
Virtual Memorial Candles are lit in memory of 

James Blass, Joyce Avriette, Thomas Daniel, Don Hanson,  
Juanita Riedell, William Henry Witcraft, Joan Lawton, Sonia Martinez Zarkookian, and Lila 

Dee Barcus, Barbara Ruthroff Gates, and La Verne Mary Briscoe 

La Verne Mary Briscoe 
Born: September 14, 1936  
Died: December 1, 2020 

Survived by daughters Dusty Briscoe, Debi Briscoe and son Wilton Briscoe  
La Verne had 6 Grandchildren, 5 Great-Grandchildren , and 1 Great-Great Granddaughter 

The Rainbow Candelabra on the altar serves as a reminder of this community's inclusive 
welcome to all of God's people and our intentional welcome to the LGBTQ community. 

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 
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