
HOLLYWOOD LUTHERAN CHURCH
Christmas Eve

Thursday, December 24, 2020

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
In winter’s deepest night, we welcome the light of the Christ child. Isaiah declares that 
the light of the long-promised king will illumine the world and bring 
endless peace and justice. Paul reminds us that the grace of God 
through Jesus Christ brings salvation to all people. The angels 
declare that Jesus’ birth is good and joyful news for everyone, 
including lowly shepherds. Filled with the light that shines in our 
lives, we go forth to share the light of Christ with the whole world. 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• Litany Reader 2



GATHERING HYMN
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GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all.   
And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE

PRELUDE VENTUM QUARTET
Klughardt

ANNOUNCEMENTS Use “Gallery View” to see everyone.

GATHERING HYMN O Come, All Ye Faithful (previous page)
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LITANY FOR ADVENT: Christmas
©Fran Pratt franpratt.com - used with permission


God, we can wait our whole lives for it to look like Christmas.  
We can rely on tinsel and twinkle lights; 
We can conjure up nostalgia with cookies; 
We can spray cans of snow on trees;  
We can fill stockings with miscellany; 
We think we can buy Christmas.

But this is what real Christmas looks like:  
Mother laboring in a barn;  
Babe in manger, sticky from birth;  
Exhaustion, and milk-drunk sleep;  
Stink of cattle, dung, and hay;  
Starlight shining on crisp plains.  
And the lingering question:  
What do we do now? 

Now that the world has become quiet  
Now that everything is changed,  
Now that we have seen a Great Light  
Now that we have Wonder? 

Christmas is sweaty work  
And joyful  
A long push  
And glorious  
Traveler’s grit  
And graceful. 

Christmas is subtle things reverberating  
Past, present, future re-made.  
Christmas is small things making meaning.  
Hopeful waiting and arrival.  
Christmas is homeless finding refuge  
That is the Gloria the angels sing.  
Amen 
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LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH

ADVENT SONG

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. 
Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light. Grant 
that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day wake to 
the brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

WORD

FIRST READING: Isaiah 9:2-7
A reading from Isaiah.
 The people who walked in darkness 
  have seen a great light; 
 those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 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  on them light has shined. 
 You have multiplied the nation, 
  you have increased its joy; 
 they rejoice before you 
  as with joy at the harvest, 
  as people exult when dividing plunder. 
 For the yoke of their burden, 
  and the bar across their shoulders, 
  the rod of their oppressor, 
  you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
 For all the boots of the tramping warriors 
  and all the garments rolled in blood 
  shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
 For a child has been born for us, 
  a son given to us; 
 authority rests upon his shoulders; 
  and he is named 
 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
 His authority shall grow continually, 
  and there shall be endless peace 
 for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
  He will establish and uphold it 
 with justice and with righteousness 
  from this time onward and forevermore. 
 The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: Titus 2:11-14
A reading from Titus. 
The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to renounce 
impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-
controlled, upright, and godly, while we wait for the blessed hope and the 
manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. He it is who gave 
himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people 
of his own who are zealous for good deeds. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL: Luke 2:1-14 [15-20]
The Holy Gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor 
of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town 
of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he 
was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with 
Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were 
there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son 
and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no 
place for them in the inn. 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 
flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be 
afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is 
born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a 
sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And 
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and 
saying, 

“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON ED RAMIREZ
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THE APOSTLE’S CREED
Let us confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 

HYMN OF THE DAY
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suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  

Amen 

ADVENT CANTICLE (Part 1)

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 
who are in need.

The shepherds sing, “Jesus Christ is born!” Let your church throughout the world proclaim 
this good news, over the hills and everywhere. Unite the voices of all your faithful people in 
songs of praise and rejoicing. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great.

Heaven and nature sing, “Joy to the world!” Give respite to flocks, fields, and those who tend 
them. Come near to us in the beauty of nighttime, the shining of the stars, and the hush of a 
world at rest. May our wonder at your creation rouse our care for all the earth. Hear us, O 
God. 
Your mercy is great.

The angels sing, “Peace on earth!” Come quickly to still the strife of this world. Hush the 
noise of war and violence in places of unrest. Inspire leaders of nations to seek lasting peace 
and sustainable provision for all in their care. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great.

Mary sings melodies of comfort to her newborn child. Bring rest and reassurance to those 
facing struggles this night. Shelter travelers and those without homes. Console those who lie 
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awake due to pain or anxiety. Heal those who are sick or hurting. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great.

Love sings through the sound of a new baby’s cry. Bless new parents and expectant parents. 
Comfort those who long for children, especially those running out of hope or options. 
Surround families of every shape and size with your love and care. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great.

The heavenly chorus sings, “Glory to God in the highest!” We give you thanks for all the 
saints who have proclaimed your glory in word and deed. Let us join them this night in joyful 
praise around your eternal throne. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great.

God of mercy, come quickly to us with grace upon grace as we lift these and all our prayers to 
you, in the name of Jesus. 
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray.
Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with 
blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous 
hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord.  
Amen.

MEAL

DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

OFFERTORY SOLO JAMES CARLIN, TENOR
Gesù Bambino  by Pietro Yon
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PREFACE
It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and 
praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on this day overcame death 
and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And 
so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn:

GREAT THANKSGIVING
Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: 
Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign. 
You have filled all creation with light and life; 
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age: 
the promise to Israel, 
the rescue from Egypt, 
the gift of the promised land,
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the words of the prophets; 
and, at this end of all the ages, the gift of your Son 
who proclaimed the good news in word and deed 
and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life.

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again.

Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup 
we remember the life our Lord offered for us. 
And, believing the witness of his resurrection, 
we await his coming in power 
to share with us the great and promised feast. 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, 
that we who share in Christ’s body and blood 
may live to the praise of your glory 
and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light. 
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.

Join our prayers with those of your servants 
of every time and every place, 
and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest 
until he comes as victorious Lord of all.

Through him, with him, in him, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, 
now and forever. 
Amen.

12



LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. 
Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.
Amen
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COMMUNION HYMN

O HOLY NIGHT

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when the hungry will 
be fed with good things. Send us forth to make known your deeds and to proclaim the 
greatness of your name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
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SENDING
BLESSING
The God of steadfastness and encouragement 
grant you to live in harmony with one another, 
in accordance with Christ Jesus. 
Amen.

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.

The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever. 
Amen.

 

SENDING HYMN Peace, Peace (Silent Night)
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.

 

POSTLUDE TIMOTHY LEÓN, ORGAN
The Joy of Christmas
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HOLLYWOOD LUTHERAN CHURCH
CELEBRATING OUR 99TH YEAR,

we are a congregation of the 
Southwest California Synod

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

Phone: (323) 667-1212  
Website: www.hollywoodlutheranchurch.net  
YouTube: www.youtube.com/user/HLCstudios  

IN TODAY'S LITURGY

PASTOR JOSEPH CASTAÑEDA-CARRERA
(747) 228-2662 | PastorJosephCC@gmail.com 

Assisting Minister: Jaffa C. Carrera 

Minister of Music: Timothy León 

Lector: Lee Nelson 

Cantor: Monica Schober 

Offertory Soloist: James Carlin 

Hymn Leaders: Monica Schober and Jessie Massoudi 

Slide Tech: Monica Schober 

Zoom Host: Jessie Massoudi 

Videographer: Andrew Johnston 

Council President: Tom Scott 

Sexton: Abilio Salguero 

 On Site Recording Engineer: Andrew Johnston 
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Please offer your prayers throughout the week for the following individuals: 

For healing: Billy Arbuckle, Colette Boudreaux, Zachery Bell, Javier Cruz, Jackie Edmonds, 
Jeanne Fouke, Jim Feederle, Sandra Ferrer, Paulette Hunnewell, Carol Johnson, Steve 
Joiner, Brett Lane, June McGough, Susan Murphy, Barb Musgjerd, Lee Nelson, Kat Nelson, 
Ken Neundorf, Ursula Rheinfurth, Georgina Rockwell, Bayron Salguero, Lisa Sakugawa, Bob 
Shumate, Marie Sorenson, Cynthia Nitrini Stary, Carol Strand, Dicksie Thompson, Joan 
DeBrincat, Don Volger, Gail Watson, Janet Weber, Jason Zarookian, Will Terry, Angela 
Gabriel, Brenda Jacob 

For trust in your mercy: Ana Etelia, Edna Fields, Stephen Gomez, Hazel Sobers-Robinson, 
George Demas 

For wholeness and wellbeing: Adam Zarookian, Jully Bender, Mo Costa, Mary Hohmann, 
Martha Murphy, Cecelia Ortega, Edward Tursa, David Pugh 

For strength and healing in fighting cancers: Darla Browning, Mona Enos, Sam Gros, Nancy 
Johnson, Debra Lande, Tim Pugh, Jason Zarkookian, Sue Zeider, Joan Riedell 

For hopefulness and strength: Era Kayln, Steve Blass, Adnan Aswad, Lily Friedkin, Priscilla 
Hardcastle, Billie Hayes, Carol Lande, Raynard Lang, Steve Martinez, Michael Osborne, 
Juan Antonio Rivera, Patricia Robb, Harlowe Skinner, Donna Volger, Adam Zarkookian, the 
Barcus-Schafer family, Jason Kane, Maurine Higgins 

For all people in the military who are deployed or serving our country. 

 
Virtual Memorial Candles are lit in memory of 

James Blass, Joyce Avriette, Thomas Daniel, Don Hanson,  
Juanita Riedell, William Henry Witcraft, Joan Lawton, Sonia Martinez Zarkookian, Lila Dee 

Barcus, Barbara Ruthroff Gates, and La Verne Mary Briscoe 

The Rainbow Candelabra on the altar serves as a reminder of this community's inclusive 
welcome to all of God's people and our intentional welcome to the LGBTQ community. 
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