
HOLLYWOOD LUTHERAN CHURCH
First Sunday of Christmas

Sunday, December 27, 2020

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
The psalmist calls on the natural world, celestial bodies, fire and earth, creatures, and 
all humanity, to praise God. The voices of Simeon and 84-year-old Anna join the 
chorus today, recognizing what God is doing in Jesus. Simeon’s 
song is often sung after communion, for we have seen God’s 
salvation in the assembled community and have held Jesus in 
our hands in the bread. Then, like the prophet Anna, we tell of 
Jesus to all who look for the healing of the world. 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GATHERING HYMN
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GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.   
And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE

PRELUDE TIMOTHY LEÓN, ORGAN
Variations on Once in Royal David's City by Alan Held

ANNOUNCEMENTS Use “Gallery View” to see everyone.

GATHERING HYMN Good Christian Friends, Rejoice (previous page)
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. 
Almighty God, you wonderfully created the dignity of human nature and yet more 
wonderfully restored it. In your mercy, let us share the divine life of the one who came to 
share our humanity, Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

WORD
FIRST READING: Isaiah 61:10--62:3
A reading from Isaiah.
 I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, 
  my whole being shall exult in my God; 
 for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 
  he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 
 as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 
  and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
 For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 
  and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 
 so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise 
  to spring up before all the nations.


 For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, 
  and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, 
 until her vindication shines out like the dawn, 
  and her salvation like a burning torch. 
 The nations shall see your vindication, 
  and all the kings your glory; 
 and you shall be called by a new name 
  that the mouth of the LORD will give. 
 You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD, 
  and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: Galatians 4:4-7
A reading from Galatians. 
When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, 
in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as 
children. And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, 
crying, “Abba! Father!” So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an 
heir, through God. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL: Luke 2:22-40
The Holy Gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, [Joseph and 
Mary] brought [Jesus] up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in 
the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord”), 
and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair 
of turtledoves or two young pigeons.” 
   Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was 
righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit 
rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see 
death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came 
into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what 
was customary under the law, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying, 
 “Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 
  according to your word; 
 for my eyes have seen your salvation, 
  which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
 a light for revelation to the Gentiles 
  and for glory to your people Israel.” 
  And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. 
Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for 
the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so 
that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own 
soul too.” 
  There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She 
was of a great age, having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 
then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped 
there with fasting and prayer night and day. At that moment she came, and began to 
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praise God and to speak about the child to all who were looking for the redemption of 
Jerusalem. 
  When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to 
Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, filled with 
wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

THE APOSTLE’S CREED
Let us confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 

SERMON PASTOR ED RAMIREZ

HYMN OF THE DAY
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suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  

Amen 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 
who are in need.

Night and day, all creation praises you, O God. Strengthen your church across nations, 
denominations, and traditions. Fill us with wisdom and unify our proclamation of your 
forgiveness and mercy. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great.

All creation is holy to you, O God. You cause the earth to bring forth its shoots and gardens to 
spring up. Protect hibernating animals and frozen lands that wait earnestly for longer days of 
awakening and growth. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great.

The nations are upheld by your hand, O God. Cause righteousness and praise to spring forth, 
inspiring leaders to serve with compassion and integrity. Send your spirit of discernment upon 
legislators grappling with complex decisions for the sake of the common good. Hear us, O 
God.  
Your mercy is great.

Send the spirit of your Son into our hearts, O God. Come quickly to hearts that race with fear, 
hearts that break with grief, and hearts that long for wholeness. Reveal your power to heal 
and to save. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great.
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Adopt us into your family, O God. Bless our elders with the peace and joy of Simeon and 
Anna. Strengthen those who have retired, those who work in older age, and those in need of 
income, food, company, or health care. Connect young and old across generations. Hear us, 
O God.  
Your mercy is great.

Let us depart in peace, O God, according to your word. For all your saints, we give you 
thanks. Prepare our salvation in the sight of all your witnesses of every time and place. Hear 
us, O God. 
Your mercy is great.

For what else shall we pray? Prayers from the assembly are heard here.

God of mercy, come quickly to us with grace upon grace as we lift these and all our prayers to 
you, in the name of Jesus. 
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray.
Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with 
blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous 
hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord.  
Amen.

MEAL
DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

OFFERTORY SOLO PATRICK HARE, BARITONE
A Christmas Song by Ariel Quintana
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PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh  
you have opened the eyes of faith  
to a new and radiant vision of your glory, 
that, beholding the God made visible, 
we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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GREAT THANKSGIVING
Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: 
Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign. 
You have filled all creation with light and life; 
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age: 
the promise to Israel, 
the rescue from Egypt, 
the gift of the promised land,

the words of the prophets; 
and, at this end of all the ages, the gift of your Son 
who proclaimed the good news in word and deed 
and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life.

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again.

Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup 
we remember the life our Lord offered for us. 
And, believing the witness of his resurrection, 
we await his coming in power 
to share with us the great and promised feast. 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, 
that we who share in Christ’s body and blood 
may live to the praise of your glory 
and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light. 
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.
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Join our prayers with those of your servants 
of every time and every place, 
and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest 
until he comes as victorious Lord of all.

Through him, with him, in him, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, 
now and forever. 
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. 
Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.
Amen

11



COMMUNION HYMN
LAMB OF GOD

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
Radiant God, with our eyes we have seen your salvation, and in this meal we have feasted 
on your grace. May your Word take flesh in us, that we may be your holy people, revealing 
your glory made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

SENDING
BLESSING
The God of steadfastness and encouragement  
grant you to live in harmony with one another,  
in accordance with Christ Jesus. 
Amen.

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,  
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.

The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God. 

SENDING HYMN

POSTLUDE TIMOTHY LEÓN, ORGAN
Hark, the Herald Angels Sing arr. Benton Young
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HOLLYWOOD LUTHERAN CHURCH
CELEBRATING OUR 99TH YEAR,

we are a congregation of the 
Southwest California Synod

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

Phone: (323) 667-1212  
Website: www.hollywoodlutheranchurch.net  
YouTube: www.youtube.com/user/HLCstudios  

IN TODAY'S LITURGY

PASTOR JOSEPH CASTAÑEDA-CARRERA
(747) 228-2662 | PastorJosephCC@gmail.com 

Assisting Minister: Karla Richards 

Minister of Music: Timothy León 

Lector: TBA 

Cantor: Monica Schober 

Offertory Soloist: Monica Schober 

Hymn Leaders: Monica Schober & Jessie Massoudi 

Slide Tech: Monica Schober 

Zoom Host: Jessie Massoudi 

Videographer: Andrew Johnston 

Council President: Tom Scott 

Sexton: Abilio Salguero 

 On Site Recording Engineer: Andrew Johnston 
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Please offer your prayers throughout the week for the following individuals: 

For healing: Billy Arbuckle, Colette Boudreaux, Zachery Bell, Javier Cruz, Jackie Edmonds, 
Jeanne Fouke, Jim Feederle, Sandra Ferrer, Paulette Hunnewell, Carol Johnson, Steve 
Joiner, Brett Lane, June McGough, Susan Murphy, Barb Musgjerd, Lee Nelson, Kat Nelson, 
Ken Neundorf, Ursula Rheinfurth, Georgina Rockwell, Bayron Salguero, Lisa Sakugawa, Bob 
Shumate, Marie Sorenson, Cynthia Nitrini Stary, Carol Strand, Dicksie Thompson, Joan 
DeBrincat, Don Volger, Gail Watson, Janet Weber, Jason Zarookian, Will Terry, Angela 
Gabriel, Brenda Jacob 

For trust in your mercy: Ana Etelia, Edna Fields, Stephen Gomez, Hazel Sobers-Robinson, 
George Demas 

For wholeness and wellbeing: Adam Zarookian, Jully Bender, Mo Costa, Mary Hohmann, 
Martha Murphy, Cecelia Ortega, Edward Tursa, David Pugh 

For strength and healing in fighting cancers: Darla Browning, Mona Enos, Sam Gros, Nancy 
Johnson, Debra Lande, Tim Pugh, Jason Zarkookian, Sue Zeider, Joan Riedell 

For hopefulness and strength: Era Kayln, Steve Blass, Adnan Aswad, Lily Friedkin, Priscilla 
Hardcastle, Billie Hayes, Carol Lande, Raynard Lang, Steve Martinez, Michael Osborne, 
Juan Antonio Rivera, Patricia Robb, Harlowe Skinner, Donna Volger, Adam Zarkookian, the 
Barcus-Schafer family, Jason Kane, Maurine Higgins 

For all people in the military who are deployed or serving our country. 

 
Virtual Memorial Candles are lit in memory of 

James Blass, Joyce Avriette, Thomas Daniel, Don Hanson,  
Juanita Riedell, William Henry Witcraft, Joan Lawton, Sonia Martinez Zarkookian, Lila Dee 

Barcus, Barbara Ruthroff Gates, and La Verne Mary Briscoe 

The Rainbow Candelabra on the altar serves as a reminder of this community's inclusive 
welcome to all of God's people and our intentional welcome to the LGBTQ community. 
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