
HOLLYWOOD LUTHERAN CHURCH
15th Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday, September 13, 2020

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
In today’s second reading Paul questions why we judge one another, since we all 
stand before the judgment of God. Yet we do sin against one another, and Jesus’ 
challenge that we forgive seventy-seven times reveals God’s 
boundless mercy. When we hear the words of forgiveness in 
worship and sign ourselves with the cross, we are renewed in 
baptism to be signs of reconciliation in the world. 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Bulletin Text Key:
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GATHERING SONG

 
2



GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father,  
and of the ☩ Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
Amen

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we 
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness.

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have 
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  
Amen

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and 
by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 
name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen 

PRELUDE TIMOTHY LEÓN
Variations on Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise

GATHERING SONG Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise
(previous page)
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   

And also with you.

KYRIE 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE
(next 2 pages)

PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.  
Let us pray. 

O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity. Grant us the 
fullness of your grace, that, pursuing what you have promised, we may share your heavenly 
glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.  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GLORY TO GOD
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WORD

FIRST READING: Genesis 50:15-21
A reading from Genesis.

Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears a 
grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” So they 
approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he died,‘Say to Joseph: 
I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.’ Now 
therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept 
when they spoke to him. Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are 
here as your slaves.” But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? 
Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve a 
numerous people, as he is doing today. So have no fear; I myself will provide for you and 
your little ones.” In this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them. 
The word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: Romans 14:1-12
A reading from Romans.

Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over opinions. 
Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. Those who eat must not 
despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who 
eat; for God has welcomed them. Who are you to pass judgment on servants of another? It is 
before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to 
make them stand.

Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let 
all be fully convinced in their own minds. Those who observe the day, observe it in honor of 
the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while 
those who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and give thanks to God.

We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. If we live, we live to the Lord, 
and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the 
Lord’s. For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead 
and the living.

Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your 
brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. For it is written, 

“As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 
and every tongue shall give praise to God.” 
So then, each of us will be accountable to God.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL: Matthew 18:21-35
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 18th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Peter came and said to [Jesus], “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how 
often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I 
tell you, seventy-seven times.

  “For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle 
accounts with his slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand 
talents was brought to him; and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together 
with his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be made. So the slave fell 
on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ And 
out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. But that same 
slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; 
and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ Then his fellow slave fell down 
and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ But he refused; then he 
went and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. When his fellow slaves saw what 
had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that 
had taken place. Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave 
you all that debt because you pleaded with me. Should you not have had mercy on your 
fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured 
until he would pay his entire debt. So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if 
you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON PASTOR JOSEPH CASTAÑEDA-CARRERA
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HYMN OF THE DAY

 

THE APOSTLE’S CREED
Let us confess our faith. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.*
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. 
Amen
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all those in 
need.

You welcome us when we are weak in faith. Uphold your church throughout the world; make 
it a place of welcome. Strengthen faith through Bible studies and Sunday schools, 
confirmation classes and youth ministries. Nurture new ministries of education and growth. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer.

The heights of the heavens show us the vastness of your steadfast love. Have compassion 
on your creation. Where human selfishness has brought ruin and destruction, we look to you 
to heal, renew, and redeem your world. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer.

Make your ways known to the nations. Speak kindness to our bitter grudges. Settle our 
hearts when we want to settle accounts with violence. Bless our leaders with patience and 
wisdom. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer.

Bring healing and justice wherever harm is dealt. Provide vindication for all who are 
oppressed. Free victims of human trafficking and forced labor; deliver all who are bound by 
debt. Feed all who hunger, and guard refugees fleeing famine, poverty, and war. Lord, in your 
mercy, 
hear our prayer.

Teach us to forgive. Remind us that you do not always accuse us. Still our tongues when we 
are tempted to pass judgment and argue over opinions. Make this congregation a community 
of mercy for one another and for all our neighbors. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer.

Whether we live or whether we die, we are yours. We thank you for those who have showed 
us faithfulness, for the knees that taught us how to bow to you and the tongues that taught us 
to praise you. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer.

For what else shall we pray? Prayers from the assembly are heard here.  
Raise your hand by clicking/tapping the blue “Raise Hand” symbol: 

All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; through 
Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
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OFFERTORY CANTICLE

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray.
Blessed are you, 
O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with 
these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives to the 
care and redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him who gave himself 
for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS Use “Gallery View” to see everyone at the same time.

OFFERTORY SOLO TIMOTHY LEÓN
Intermezzo from Goyescas by Enrique Granados
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MEAL
DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through the great shepherd of your flock, our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who after his resurrection sent forth the apostles 
to preach the gospel and teach all nations, 
and promised to be with them, even to the end of the age. 
And so, with the glorious company of the apostles, 
with the choirs of angels and all the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY
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GREAT THANKSGIVING
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,

who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,

we await his coming in glory:

Christ has died;  
Christ is risen;  
Christ will come again.

Pour out your Holy Spirit,
that by this Holy Communion we may know
the unity we share with all your people
in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever.

Amen

AMEN
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LORD’S PRAYER
Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. 
Amen.

COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen

COMMUNION HYMN
(next page)

14



LAMB OF GOD

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray.
Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Grant that we who have received the Sacrament of his body and blood may abide in him and 
he in us, that we may be filled with the power of his endless life, now and forever.

Amen.

SENDING
BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SENDING SONG In Thee Is Gladness
(next page)

POSTLUDE TIMOTHY LEÓN
Eine feste Burg ist unser Gott arr Paul Hurd
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SENDING
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HOLLYWOOD LUTHERAN CHURCH
CELEBRATING OUR 99TH YEAR,

we are a congregation of the 
Southwest California Synod

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

Phone: (323) 667-1212  
Website: www.hollywoodlutheranchurch.net  
YouTube: www.youtube.com/user/HLCstudios  

IN TODAY'S LITURGY

PASTOR JOSEPH CASTAÑEDA-CARRERA
(747) 228-2662 | PastorJosephCC@gmail.com 

Assisting Minister: Ted Goulet 

Minister of Music: Timothy León 

Lector: Jaffa C. Carrera 

Cantor: Jessie Massoudi 

Offertory Soloist: Timothy León 

Hymn Leader: Monica Schober 

Slide Tech: Monica Schober 

Zoom Host: Jessie Massoudi 

Videographer: Andrew Johnston 

Council President: Tom Scott 

Sexton: Abilio Salguero 

 On Site Recording Engineer: Andrew Johnston 
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Please offer your prayers throughout the week for the following individuals: 

For healing: Billy Arbuckle, Zachery Bell, Bryan Bowman, Javier Cruz, Jackie 
Edmonds, Jeanne Fouke, Jim Feederle, Sandra Ferrer, Paulette Hunnewell,Carol 
Johnson, Steve Joiner, Brett Lane, June McGough, Susan Murphy, Barb Musgjerd, 
Lee Nelson, Kat Nelson, Ken Neundorf, Ellie Petty,  Ursula Rheinfurth,  Georgina 
Rockwell, Bayron Salguero, Lisa Sakugawa, Bob Shumate, Marie Sorenson, Cynthia 
Nitrini Stary,Carol Strand,  Dicksie Thompson,  Joan DeBrincat, Don Volger,  Gail 
Watson, Janet Weber, Jason Zarookian 

For trust in your mercy: Ana Etelia, Edna Fields, Stephen Gomez, Hazel Sobers-
Robinson 

For wholeness and wellbeing: Jully Bender, Mo Costa, Mary Hohmann, Joan 
Lawton, Martha Murphy, Cecelia Ortega, Arvik Rostamaians, Edward Tursa 

For strength and healing in fighting cancers: Darla Browning, Mona Enos, Sam Gros, 
Nancy Johnson, Debra  Lande, Sonia Martinez, Tim Pugh, Jason Zarkookian, Sue 
Zeider 

For hopefulness and strength: Era Kayln, Steve Blass, Adnan Aswad, Lily Friedkin, 
Priscilla Hardcastle, Billie Hayes, Carol Lande, Raynard Lang, Steve Martinez, Michael 
Osborne, Juan Antonio Rivera, Patricia Robb, Harlowe Skinner, Donna Volger 

Virtual Memorial Candles are  lit  in memory of: George J. Castañeda Jr., James 
Blass, Joyce Avriette, Thomas Daniel, Don Hanson, Juanita Riedell, William Henry 
Witcraft, and Joan Lawton  

The Rainbow Candelabra on the altar serves as a reminder of this 
community's inclusive welcome to all of God's people and our intentional welcome 
to the LGBTQ community. 

For all people in the military who are deployed or serving our country.  
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