
HOLLYWOOD LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Third Sunday in Lent 

Sunday, March 7, 2021





INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY  
The third covenant in this year’s Lenten readings is the central one of Israel’s history: 
the gift of the law to those God freed from slavery. The commandments begin with 
the statement that because God alone has freed us from the powers that oppressed 
us, we are to let nothing else claim first place in our lives. When Jesus throws the 
merchants out of the temple, he is defending the worship of God alone and rejecting 
the ways commerce and profit-making can become our 
gods. The Ten Commandments are essential to our 
baptismal call: centered first in God’s liberating love, we 
strive to live out justice and mercy in our communities and 
the world. 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GATHERING HYMN 
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Verse 4



GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.


GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

CONFESSION OF SIN 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,

who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.


Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets 
are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.


Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.


Gracious God,

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into 
the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us 
our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. 
Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in 
newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.


God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 
together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins 
are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ 
may live in your hearts through faith.

Amen.


PRELUDE TIMOTHY LEÓN, ORGAN
Be Thou My Vision arr. Lani Smith

GATHERING HYMN Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery
(previous page)
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
Holy God, through your Son you have called us to live faithfully and act courageously. Keep 
us steadfast in your covenant of grace, and teach us the wisdom that comes only through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.

Amen. 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Exodus 20:1-17 
A reading from Exodus. 
God spoke all these words: 
	 I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of 
slavery; you shall have no other gods before me. 
	 You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven 
above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. You shall not 
bow down to them or worship them; for I the LORD your God am a jealous God, punishing 
children for the iniquity of parents, to the third and the fourth generation of those who reject 
me, but showing steadfast love to the thousandth generation of those who love me and 
keep my commandments. 
	 You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not 
acquit anyone who misuses his name. 
	 Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. Six days you shall labor and do all your 
work. But the seventh day is a sabbath to the LORD your God; you shall not do any work—
you, your son or your daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, or the alien 
resident in your towns. For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that 
is in them, but rested the seventh day; therefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day and 
consecrated it. 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	 Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that the 
LORD your God is giving you. 
	 You shall not murder. 
	 You shall not commit adultery. 
	 You shall not steal. 
	 You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 
	 You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or 
male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. 
The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God. 

PSALM: Psalm 19 
Refrain The commandment of the LORD gives light to the eyes.

The heavens declare the glory of God, 
	 and the sky proclaims its maker’s handiwork. 
One day tells its tale to another,  
	 and one night imparts knowledge to another. 
Although they have no words or language, 
	 and their voices are not heard, 
their sound has gone out into all lands, and their message to the ends of the world, 
	 where God has pitched a tent for the sun. 
It comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber; 
	 it rejoices like a champion to run its course. 
It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and runs about to the end of it again; 
	 nothing is hidden from its burning heat. R


The teaching of the LORD is perfect and revives the soul; 
	 the testimony of the LORD is sure and gives wisdom to the simple. 
The statutes of the LORD are just and rejoice the heart;  
	 the commandment of the LORD is clear and gives light to the eyes.  
The fear of the LORD is clean and endures forever; 
	 the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether. 
More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold, 
	 sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb. R


By them also is your servant enlightened, 
	 and in keeping them there is great reward. 
Who can detect one’s own offenses? 
	 Cleanse me from my secret faults. 
Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get dominion over me; 
	 then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offense. 
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight,  
	 O LORD, my strength and my redeemer. R  
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SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:18-25 
A reading from 1 Corinthians. 
The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are 
being saved it is the power of God. For it is written,  
 “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
  and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 
Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has 
not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world 
did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our 
proclamation, to save those who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire 
wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to 
Gentiles, but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God 
and the wisdom of God. For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s 
weakness is stronger than human strength. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation

GOSPEL: John 2:13-22 
The Holy Gospel according to John.

Glory to you, O Lord. 
The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the temple he found 
people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers seated at their tables. 
Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep and the 
cattle. He also poured out the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. He 
told those who were selling the doves, “Take these things out of here! Stop making my 
Father’s house a marketplace!” His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your 
house will consume me.” The Jews then said to him, “What sign can you show us for doing 
this?” Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” The 
Jews then said, “This temple has been under construction for forty-six years, and will you 
raise it up in three days?” But he was speaking of the temple of his body. After he was 
raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this; and they believed the 
scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken.  
The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ. 
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THE APOSTLE’S CREED 
Let us confess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

SERMON PASTOR ED RAMIREZ

HYMN OF THE DAY
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and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  

Amen 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in need.


There is no God before you. Purify the faith of your church, that your people place their trust 
in nothing beside you. Your name is holy. Guide your church, that in every situation your 
people’s words and actions honor your name. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.


The heavens declare your glory. Renew your creation. Provide leaders in the struggle for 
clean air and water; protect creatures and crops that rely on healthy ecosystems; give all 
people the willingness to repent when our way of life pollutes the earth and skies. Hear us, O 
God.

Your mercy is great.


Your foolishness is wiser than human wisdom. Fill leaders with the foolishness of your peace 
and mercy. Your law defends the vulnerable. Work through legislators, judicial systems, and 
systems of law enforcement to protect the wellbeing and freedom of all. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great. 

Your weakness is stronger than human strength. Protect those who are vulnerable and give 
courage to all who are suffering. Defend victims of crime and bring redemption to those who 
have harmed others. Give sabbath rest to all who labor. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.


You call us to proclaim Christ crucified. Give clarity to this congregation and our leaders, so 
that we might follow Christ beyond our own habits and comfort. Clear out anything in our 
common life that would obscure the gospel or that serves our own interests. Hear us, O 
God.

Your mercy is great.


The cross of Christ is your power for all who are being saved. Thank you for all the martyrs 
whose witness reveals the power of the cross. Give us the same trust in life and in death. 
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great. 

For what else shall we pray? Prayers from the assembly are heard here. 

We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
Amen.
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PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you. 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray.

God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace and life. 
Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from your bounty, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.
Amen. 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.


GREAT THANKSGIVING 
Edgardo Ramirez, as a candidate for ordained ministry in the ELCA, has been authorized by 
Interim Bishop Murray D. Finck of the Southwest California Synod, to preside at Holy 
Communion today. 

DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you.

And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ.


In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh 
you have opened the eyes of faith 
to a new and radiant vision of your glory, 
that, beholding the God made visible, 
we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see.


And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:


ANNOUNCEMENTS Use “Gallery View” if you’d like to see everyone.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 
Blessed are you, O God of the universe. 
Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness endures from age to age.


Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness to the land of milk and honey. 
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.


In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING (continued) 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.


With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life 
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died.  
Christ is risen.  
Christ will come again.


O God of resurrection and new life: 
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us 
and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
Bless this feast. 
Grace our table with your presence.

Come, Holy Spirit.


Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. 
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. 
Breathe new life into us. 
Send us forth, 
burning with justice, peace, and love.

Come, Holy Spirit.


With your holy ones of all times and places, 
with the earth and all its creatures, 
with sun and moon and stars, 
we praise you, O God, 
blessed and holy Trinity, 
now and forever.

Amen.


LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 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and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. 

Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The body of Christ, given for you. 

The blood of Christ, shed for you.  
Amen 

COMMUNION HYMN 
Lamb of God

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray.

Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain us in our Lenten 
pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice; our alms, a making of peace; and our 
prayer, the song of grateful hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen. 
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SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.


BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.

Amen.


DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Remember the poor.

Thanks be to God. 

SENDING HYMN Canticle of the Turning
(next page)
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SENDING HYMN



HOLLYWOOD LUTHERAN CHURCH 
CELEBRATING OUR 

 100TH YEAR,

we are a congregation of the 

Southwest California Synod Evangelical Lutheran Church in America


PASTOR ED RAMIREZ  
Email: hollyluth@sbcglobal.net 
Phone: (323) 667-1212  
Website: www.hollywoodlutheranchurch.net  
YouTube: www.youtube.com/user/HLCstudios 

IN TODAY'S LITURGY 
PASTOR ED RAMIREZ 

 

Assisting Minister: Karla Richards 

Minister of Music: Timothy León 

Worship Planner: Timothy León 

Cantor: Monica Schober 

Lector: Bill Richards 

Hymn Leaders: Jessie Massoudi & Monica Schober 

Offertory Soloist: Monica Schober 

Slide Tech: Monica Schober 

Zoom Host: Jessie Massoudi 

Videographer: Andrew Johnston 

Council President: Tom Scott 

Sexton: Abilio Salguero 

 On Site Recording Engineer: Andrew Johnston 

Off Site Recording Engineers: Monica Schober & Jessie Massoudi 
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Please offer your prayers throughout the week for the following individuals: 

For healing: 
Billy Arbuckle, Zachery Bell, Colette Boudreaux, Javier Cruz, Joan DeBrincat, Jackie Edmonds, 
Jim Feederle, Sandra Ferrer, Jeanne Fouke, Angela Gabriel, Paulette Hunnewell, Brenda Jacob, 
Carol Johnson, Steve Joiner, Brett Lane, June McGough, Susan Murphy, Barb Musgjerd, Kat 
Nelson, Lee Nelson, Ken Neundorf, Ursula Rheinfurth, Georgina Rockwell, Lisa Sakugawa, Bob 
Shumate, Marie Sorenson, Cynthia Nitrini Stary, Carol Strand, Dicksie Thompson, Don Volger, 
Gail Watson, Janet Weber, Jason Zarookian 

For trust in your mercy: 
George Demas, Ana Etelia, Edna Fields, Stephen Gomez, Hazel Sobers-Robinson 

For wholeness and wellbeing: 
Jully Bender, Mo Costa, Mary Hohmann, Martha Murphy, Cecelia Ortega, David Pugh, Edward 
Tursa, Adam Zarookian 

For strength and healing in fighting cancers: 
Darla Browning, Mona Enos, Sam Gros, Nancy Johnson, Debra Lande, Tim Pugh, Joan Riedell, 
Will Terry, Jason Zarookian, Sue Zeider 

For hopefulness and strength: 
Adnan Aswad, the Barcus-Schafer family, Steve Blass, Lily Friedkin, Priscilla Hardcastle, Billie 
Hayes, Maurine Higgins, Jason Kane, Era Kayln, Carol Lande, Raynard Lang, the Makaiwi family, 
Steve Martinez, Sharon Noble, Shaun Noble, Michael Osborne, Juan Antonio Rivera, Patricia 
Robb, Harlowe Skinner, Donna Volger, Adam Zarookian 

For all people in the military who are deployed or serving our country. 

Virtual Memorial Candles  
are lit in memory of: 
Joyce Avriette, Lila Dee Barcus, James Blass, La Verne Mary Briscoe, Thomas Daniel, Barbara 
Ruthroff Gates, Don Hanson, Ray Huff, Joan Lawton, Franklin Makaiwi, Brendan McKane, Julia 
Prado, Juanita Riedell, Bayron Salguero, William Henry Witcraft, Sonia Martinez Zarookian, 
Elaine Donahue 

The Rainbow Candelabra on the altar serves as a reminder of this community's  inclusive 
welcome to all of God's people and our intentional welcome to the LGBTQ community. 

 

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies Annual License #SAS023637. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Music reproduced in this 
worship folder is used by permission under CCLI License LUT 20 No. 1920389 One License.net #A-724875 Published by Hollywood 
Lutheran Church, Los Angeles, California 90027
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